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Former Inukshuk newsletter editor Ann Hanson 

sits at a desk in her Apex home. The newsletter 

she started in 1973 is the forerunner of 

Nunatsiaq News, which is celebrating its 50th 

anniversary this year. (Photo by David Venn)  

ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒥᑦ ᐊᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨ ᐋᓐ Hᐊᓐᓴᓐ 
ᓂᕐᕆᕕᒻᒦᑦᑐᓂᑦ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥᓂ ᓂᐊᖁᓐᖒᒥ. ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ 
ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ 1973-ᒥ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᕈᓚᐅᖅᑎᓐᓇᒍ, ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓂᖅᓯᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᓄᑦ 
50-ᓄᑦ ᑕᕝᕙᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ. (ᐊᔾᔨᓐᖑᐊᖅ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᕙᓐᒥᑦ)
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ᑯᐊᕆ ᓚᕌᒃ 

 

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᖓᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐊᒥᓱᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᕙᔪᔪᑦ 

(Gestetner) ᐊᒥᓲᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᔾᔪᒻᒧᑦ 1973−ᒥ, 

ᓴᖅᑮᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᔭᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᓪᓗ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥᐅᑕᕐᓄᑦ, ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨ 

ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᐋᓐ Hᐊᓐᓴᓐ. 

“ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᑦᑎᐊᒥ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓇᖅᑐᕐᔪᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 

ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᓕᒫᖅ — ᐃᓄᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᓪᓚᕆᐅᓐᖏᑦᑐᓄᓪᓗ — 

ᖃᐅᔨᕙᓪᓕᐊᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᑕᓗ,” ᕼᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ 

ᐊᐱᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓂᐊᖁᓐᖒᒥ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖓᓐᓂ. 

1960−ᖏᓐᓂ 70−ᖏᓐᓂᓪᓗ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ, ᑕᒫᓂ 

ᓄᓇᒥᐅᑕᐅᖏᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ, ᓅᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒻᒪᑕ ᑲᑎᑦᑐᑎᑦ 

ᓲᕐᓗ ᐳᕉᐱᓱ ᐸᐃᒧᑦ. ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᑕᒪᐅᓐᖔᕙᓪᓕᐊᓕᖅᑐᑎᑦ 

ᐃᖃᓗᕈᑦᑕᖅᑯᖅ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᕐᔪᐊᖑᓪᓗᓂᓗ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ. 

ᐃᑲᔪᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᒐᑎᑦ ᓴᖅᑮᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 

ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒻᒥᑦ, ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂᓗ “ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᐆᑦᑐᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ” 

ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕐᒥᓂᒃ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑎᑦ. 

“ᐱᐅᔪᕐᔪᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᔭᐅᕙᑦᑐᓂᓗ ᐃᓄᓐᓄᑦ,” 

ᕼᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔪᖅ ᑕᐃᒫᒃ. 

ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᓴᖅᑮᕚᓪᓗᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᕖᕝᕗᐊᕆᒥ 9−ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 

1973, ᐅᑭᐅᓄᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓱᓕᑦᑕᖅᑯᖅ 

1976−ᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᖏᑦᑐᑦ 

ᓂᐅᕐᕈᑎᖃᕐᖓᑕ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᓕᒻᒧᑦ, ᐳᕉᐱ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᖏᑦ 

(Frobisher Press Ltd.), ᐊᑎᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᓯᔾᔩᑕᖅᑯᑦ. 

ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᑦᑐᐊᓂᖃᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ 

ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᖏᑦ ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓂᖅᓯᐅᓐᓂᖃᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᓂᒃ 50ᓂᒃ 

2023−ᒥ. 

ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓚᐅᕐᖓᑦ ᐳᕉᐱᓱ ᐸᐃᒧᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᖃᕐᓗᑎᑦ 

ᑐᓴᐅᒪᖃᑎᒌᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᕐᖓᑕ, ᕼᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ. 

ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᐅᖏᒻᒪᑦ ᓄᓇᒥᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖅᑐᓂ, 

ᖃᐅᔨᒪᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᔪᐃᓐᓇᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓚᒌᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓪᓗᑎᓪᓗ. 

“ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑭᒃᑰᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓕᑦᑐᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ 

ᐋᓪᓚᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᕙᓪᓕᐊᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓅᓯᕐᒥᓂᒃ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᑦᑎᐊᒥ. 

ᖃᐅᔨᒪᖃᑎᒌᒐᓱᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᒍ,” ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ. “ᐊᒻᒪᓗ, ᖃᓪᓗᓈ -

ᓂᒥᑦ. ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᒋᐊᖃᖅᑐᑎᒍᓪᓗ ᐊᓐᓇᐅᒪᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥᑦ.” 

Hᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐃᓕᐊᕐᔫᓪᓗᓂ ᐱᕈᖅᓴᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑭᒻᒥᕈᒻᒥ, 

ᐱᕈᖅᓴᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᔭᖓᑕ/ᐊᑦᑕᖓᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᒃᑲᖓᑕ/ 

ᐊᖓᖓᑕ, ᓄᓇᒥᐅᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ. 1957−ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐳᕉᐱᓱ ᐸᐃᒧᑦ 

ᓅᑦᑐᑎᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕕᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᓲᕐᓗ ᑭᒻᒥᕈᒻᒥ. 

1960−ᒥ, ᐊᔭᖓᑕ/ᐊᑦᑕᖓᑕ ᖃᒪᓂᖅᑐᐊᒨᕈᑎᓚ -

ᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖓ, ᑐᕌᓐᑐᒨᑦᑕᓕᖅᑯᖅ, ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑎᓐᖑᐊᖏᓐᓄᑦ 

ᐱᓯᒪᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᓄᑦ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓄᑦ. 

ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑎᓐᖑᐊᖏᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᖅᑎᑦᑎᕙᔪᔪᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᒃ 

ᐸᐃᑉᐸᓂ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᕆᐅᖅᓴᓪᓗᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᕆᐅᖅᓴᐸᑦᑐᓂᓗ 

ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑎᑐᑦ, ᓲᕐᓗ ᐸᕐᓇᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕆᓛ ᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑕ -

ᒥᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ, ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᑐ ᐃᓐᓇᐅᓐᖏᓪᓗᓂ, 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂᑦᑕᐅ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐊᓪᓚᑦᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓇᕿᑦᑕᖅᑎ -

ᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑐᑭᒧᐊᑦᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᓪᓗᓂᓗ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓰᐲᓰᒃᑯᓐᓂ 

ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ. 

ᐅᑭᐅᖃᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 13−ᓂᖅᑲ, ᑎᒍᐊᖅᑎᓐᖑᐊᖏᑦ 

ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒍᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒻᒪᑕ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᖔᖅ — 

ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᐳᕉᐱᓱ ᐸᐃᒧᑦ, ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑐᕌᓐᑐᒥ 

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓗᓂ. 

“ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖔᕈᒪᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖓ.” 

ᐃᓚᖓ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᕌᒐᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓ 

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᓐᖏᑦᑐᕈᓘᔭᕐᓂᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᔅᓴᖃᕐᓗᑎᑦ. 

ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ, ᐊᒥᓲᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᒍᓐᓇᔪᒻᒪᑕ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓄᑦᑎᑑᓕᖅᓯ -

ᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᑐᔅᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓃᓐᖔᖅᑐᓂᑦ 

ᓴᖅᑭᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᑕᐃᑯᐊᑑᕙᔪᒻᒪᑕ ᐃᓄᑦᑎᑑᖓᔪᑦ. 

“ᐃᓄᑦᑎᑑᖓᔪᖅᑕᖃᓗᐊᖃᑦᑕᔪᓐᖏᒻᒪᑦ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ, 

ᐃᓱᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖓ ᐱᐅᒐᔭᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᓕᒫᒐᔅᓴᖃᕐᓂᖅᑲᑕ 

ᐸᐃᑉᐹᖁᑎᖒᓐᖏᑦᑐᓂᑦ,” ᕼᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ. “ᓄᑖᖑᓪᓗᓂᓗ 

ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᐃᓅᓯᖅ, ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᖁᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓐᖏᓐᓇᑦᑕᓕ 

ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᑦᑎᓐᓂ.” 

ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦᑐᐊᑦ ᐃᓄᑦᑎᑑᖓᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐃᓄᑦᑎᑑᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 

ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑎᑑᖓᔪᒥᓂᕐᓂᑦ, ᓴᖅᑭᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᓐᓂᒃ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓰᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᑎᑦ. (ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᔪᖅ, ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ 

ᓱᓕ ᓴᖅᑮᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᒃᑮᓐᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓰᓐᓂᒃ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ 

ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᖔᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑎᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᑦᑎᑐᓪᓗ ᐃᓄᑦᑎᑑ -

ᓕᖅᓯ ᒪᓐᖏᑦᑐᓃᖔᖅᑐᑎᑦ.) 

“ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ, ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᑐᐊᑦ ᐃᓄᖁ -

ᑎᓐᓃᓐᖔᖅᑐᑦ,” ᕼᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ. 

ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑐᒍ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕕᔾᔪᐊᕐᒥ (Gordon Robertson Education  

Centre), ᐃᓐᓇᕐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᑕᐃᑯᓐᖓᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 

“ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᑐᑎ ᖃᓄᐃᓘᕈᓗᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ.” 

ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐊᑭᖃᓐᖏᑦᑐᒥᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 

ᑎᕆᖅᑯᐊᓂ ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐊᑭᖃᓐᖏᑦᑐᓂᑦ 

ᐸᐃᑉᐹᓂ ᐊᑐᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᒥᓲᕈᑎᓕᐅᕈᑎᖓᓐᓂ 

(Gestetner), ᐊᒥᓲᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᑎᐊᓗᒃ ᑎᐱᓕᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗᓪᓗᓂ 

ᐃᓚᔅᓵᓗᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒥᓲᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᐅᑉ. 

Hᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐃᓄᑑᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ, ᐸᓂᖓ ᐊᖏᔪᑦᑎᖅᐹᖅ 

ᑳᑎᓕᓐ ᓇᔅᓴᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓂᐅᒃ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕆᐊᖅᑐᓂ. ᐊᒪᐅᑎᖓᑕ 

ᖄᖓᓂ ᓇᓪᓚᖓᕙᑦᑐᓂ ᐸᐃᑉᐹᓕᕆᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕ -

ᕆᓪᓗᓂ.  

ᐅᑭᐅᒥ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑐᒥ, ᐅᐃᒌᖅ, ᐹᒃᑯᑦ, ᐱᖓᓱᓂᑦ 

ᕿᑐᕐᖓᖅᑖᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᑎᒃ. 1970−ᖏᓐᓂ, ᐹᑉ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥᑦ 

ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᑦᑎᐊᑉ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᓐᓄᑦ 

(ᓄᓇᑦᑕᖃᓚᐅᖅᑎᓐᓇᒍᓕ) ᑲᒻᐸᓂᑖᓚᐅᖅᑎᓐᓇᒍ 1980−ᖏᓐᓂ. 

Hᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐱᑐᖄᓗᒻᒥᑦ ᑲᑉᐳᔭᖅᑑᖏᑦᑐᒥᑦ ᓇᕿᑦᑕᐅᑎᖃᓚ -

ᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ, ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᑦᑎᐊᖅᑕᖓ “ᐅᔭᕋᑦᑎᐊᒧᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 

ᓇᕿᒋᐊᓕᐅᔮᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᒥᓃᑦ.” 

ᐃᓄᑦᑎᑑᖓᔪᓂᒃ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐅᖅᐸᑦᑐᓂ ᐊᒡᒐᒻᒧᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑐᓂ 

ᐸᐃᑉᐹᑦᑎᐊᕙᒻᒧ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᒥᓲᓕᐅᕈᑎᒧᑦ 

(Gestetner). 

“ᑕᒻᒪᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᒐᓱᑦᑐᕐᔪᐊᖑᕙᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖓ. ᑕᒻᒪᑳᓪᓚᒃᑯᖓ 

ᐃᑲᕐᕋᒥ ᐅᖓᑖᓄᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᔅᓱᕋᓱᒃᑲᔭᕐᒥᒐᒃᑯ 

ᐊᒥᓲᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᔾᔪ ᑎᑐᖄᓗᒻᒪᑦ (Gestetner).” 

Hᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ “ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ” ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐ -

ᐅᓐᖏᖔᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ, ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓇᐃᑦᑑᑎᐅᒻᒪᑕ 

ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᐸᑦᑐᒥᓃᑦ ᑖᔅᓱᒧᖓ. ᐊᓯᕙᕐᓂᐅᑉ 

ᒥᔅᓵᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐃᓗᓕᖃᕋᔪᑉᐸᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᖅᑕᒫᑦ. 

“ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᐊᓗᑦᑕᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓐᖏᑦᑐᖅ. ᐸᐃᑉᐹᑦ 

ᐊᒥᓲᓕᖅᑎ ᒪᓕᕋᑦᑎᒍ, ᐱᑐᖃᐅᓕᖅᑐᑎᑦ ᑐᓴᕋᔅᓴᑦ. ᓲᕐᓗ 

ᑎᑎᖅᑲᐅᓯᐊᑦ,” ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ. 

ᐅᑭᐅᓄᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᓴᖅᑮᑐ -

ᐃᓐᓇᖅᐸᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᖅᑕᒫᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᑉᐱᒐᖃᖅᑐᑎᑦ 

ᐊᕙᑎᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ. ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐸᐃᑉᐹᑦ, ᐱᕆᓯᒪᓐᓇ -

ᑎᓪᓕ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦᑎᑐᑦ. ᑯᐊᑕᕌᖅᑐᑎᒃ, ᐳᕉᐱᓱ ᐸᐃᒥ ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓄᑦ 

ᓂᐅᕕᐊᔅᓴᕆᔭᐅᕙᑦᑐᑎᒃ − ᕼᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓅᒐᔪᑦᑐᖅ — 

ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ “ᑯᑯᒥᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᓂᓪᓘᓐᓃᒃ” ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 

“ᐅᑯᒻᒥᐊᒐᕐᓂᑦ ᐊᒥᓲᓗᐊᓐᖏᒻᒥᔪᓂᑦ.” 

“ᑕᕝᕙ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᒐᓛᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᒃ. ᐊᕝᕙᐸ -

ᓗᖏᑦ, ᑭᓲᓪᓗᐊᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓐᖏᑦᑐᑦ. ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕈᒪᒻᒪᑕ. 

ᐃᓄᑦᑎᑑᓕᖅᑕᐃᓐᓇᕆᕙᑦᑐᒋᑦ ᐅᕙᖓ.” 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂᑦᑕᐅ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔫᒐᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 

ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ − ᐳᕉᐱᓱ ᐸᐃᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᒥᔅᓵᓄᑦ, ᖃᖓᑦᑕᐅᑎᖏᑦ 

ᐊᑭᑦᑐᖅᑐᐊᓘᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒻᒪᑕ ᓄᐊᑎᐅᒃᑯᑦ (Nordair), 

ᐃᒥᐊᓗᖃᕈᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑐᖃᖅᑐᓂ, ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓪᓗ ᔮᓐᓄᐊᕆ 

1974−ᒥ, “ᐸᓖᓯ ᖁᑭᖅᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ.” 

ᓅᕖᑉᐱᕆᒥ 20−ᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 1974−ᒥ, ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ 

ᑐᓴᕈᒥᓇᖅᑐᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ “ᔭᐃᒻᔅ ᐸᐃᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎ -

ᒌᓐᓂ ᕆᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ $150−ᒥᓕᐊᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᕙᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᑕ 

ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐅᑎᖏᑦ — ᑕᐱᕇᒃᑯᓪᓗ (ITC) ᖁᕕᐊᓐᓇᑎᑦ.” ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖃᖅᑐᑎᑦ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᐊᓘᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ ᖁᓛᓂ 

ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕕᒻᒥ ᑰᓕᕝᕕᒻᒥ (Curling Club). 

“ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᐸᐃᑉᐹᒨᕋᔅᓴᐃ,” Hᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ 

ᐃᓄᒃᓲᑉ ᒥᔅᓵᓄᑦ ᑕᐃᒫᒃ. 

ᑎᑭᑦᑐᒍ ᔪᓂ 1976, ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒻᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕ -

ᐅᒐᑎᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᑎᖃᕈᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ. 

ᑮᖏᓐᓂ ᑐᓂᓯᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐳᕉᐱᓱ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ (Frobisher 

Press Ltd.), ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᒫᓂᑲ ᑳᓇᓕᒧᑦ, ᖃᓪᓗᓈ -

ᓃᓐᖔᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐋᓱᕚᒥ, ᐊᓐᑎᐅᕆᔪᒥᑦ, ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆ -

ᔨᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᑯᓐᓄᑦ. ᑳᓇᓕ ᐋᖅᑭᔅᓱᐃᓪᓗᓂ 

ᑎᒍᒥᐊᖅᑎᔅᓴᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖅᑖᕆᔭᐅᓕᕐᓗᓂ ᐱᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ. 

ᐃᓄᒃᓲᑉ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᖃᖅᑐᑎᑦ − ᓄᑖᑦ 

ᓇᒻᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᓄᑕᕐᒥᑦ ᐊᑎᖅᑖᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐃᓱᓕᓪᓗᓂ. 

ᔫᓂᒥ 16−ᖑᑐᓪᓗᒍ, 1976−ᒥ, ᐃᓄᒃᓱ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᑐᑦ 

ᓂᐅᕐᕈᑎᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑎᖓᓪᓗ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓐᓂ 

ᑕᒪᓐᓇᓗ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᔪᓚᐃᒥ. 

ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ, ᐆᒻᒪᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᖅ. 

ᐳᕉᐱᓱ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ (Frobisher Press) ᓴᖅᑮᖃᑦᑕᓚ -

ᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᓄᑦ 9-ᓄᑦ ᑎᑭᑦᑐᒍ 1985, 

ᓂᐅᕕᐊᖑᒻᒪᑦ ᓄᐊᑕᒃᔅᑯᓐᓄᑦ (Nunatext), ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᖅᑐᑎᑦ 

ᓄᓇᓯ ᑯᐊᐳᕇᓴᒃᑯᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᐊᑕᔅ ᓴᖅᑮᕙᑦᑐᑎᑦ 

ᓇᒻᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᕌᐳᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᓐᓄᑦ, ᐱᖓᓱᑦ ᓄᑲᕇᑦ 

ᐋᑐᕙᒥᐅᑕᐃᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓇᓱᐊᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᓪᓗ ᐊᑯᓂᐊᓗᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᓐᓂ. 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᒪᓐᓇ 

ᓄᐊᑕᒃᔅᑯᓐᓂ.

ᖃᓄᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨ ᓴᖅᑮᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᑰᒻᒪᖔᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᓐᓂ ᐅᐊᑦᑎᐊᕈ 

ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ, ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓂᒃ 50−ᐅᓕᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᑕᒫᓂ ᓇᓪᓕᐅᑎᓪᓗᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᕐᒥ,  
ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑰᓚᐅᖅᑎᓐᓇᒋᑦ 

Former Inukshuk newsletter editor Ann Hanson sits at a 
desk in her Apex home. The newsletter she started in 1973 
is the forerunner of Nunatsiaq News, which is celebrating its 
50th anniversary this year. (Photo by David Venn)  ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒥᑦ 
ᐊᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨ ᐋᓐ Hᐊᓐᓴᓐ ᓂᕐᕆᕕᒻᒦᑦᑐᓂᑦ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥᓂ ᓂᐊᖁᓐᖒᒥ. ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ 1973-ᒥ 
ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᕈᓚᐅᖅᑎᓐᓇᒍ, ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓂᖅᓯᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᓄᑦ 
50-ᓄᑦ ᑕᕝᕙᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ. (ᐊᔾᔨᓐᖑᐊᖅ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᕙᓐᒥᑦ)
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When the first Inukshuk newsletter rolled off a 
Gestetner copy machine in 1973, it ushered in 

a new era of Inuit and other northerners getting to 
know each other, its first editor Ann Hanson says. 

“That period was a very exciting time for all — 
for Inuit and non-Inuit — because we were learning 
so much about each other,” Hanson said in an 
interview from her home in Apex. 

In the 1960s and ’70s, Inuit, who had been living 
on the land, started to move into settlements such 
as Frobisher Bay. Southerners were also starting to 
move to what would eventually become Iqaluit 
because of the growth in federal government jobs. 

It’s why a group of volunteers launched 
Inukshuk, which they described as a “community 
experiment” to share their stories. 

“It was one of the greatest things for people to 
have something to say,” Hanson recalled. 

Inukshuk published its first edition on Feb. 9, 
1973, starting a three-year run that ended in 1976 
when its volunteer board sold it to a private 
company, Frobisher Press Ltd., which changed the 
newsletter’s name. 

That connection to Inukshuk is the reason 
Nunatsiaq News is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
in 2023. 

It was important for Frobisher Bay to have a 
news source to bring people together so they could 
learn about each other, Hanson said. 

Living in a community was different from living 
on the land, where everyone knew everyone else 
and where everyone was related to each other. 

“People had to get used to each other and 
getting to know strangers for the first time in your 
life. We had to learn to live with each other,” she 
said. “Plus, southerners. We had to teach them our 
ways to survive.” 

Hanson had grown up an orphan in Kimmirut, 
raised by aunts and uncles, living on the land. In 
1957, they moved to Frobisher Bay as part of what 
she calls a “mini-exodus” from Kimmirut. 

In 1960, an aunt took her to Baker Lake, then to 
Toronto, where she lived with a foster family for 
about four years. 

Her foster parents made her read the newspaper 
to help her learn to read and write in English, 
setting the stage for the work she would later do 
back in the North, not only as an editor but in the 
federal government’s secretarial pool as a typist and 

translator, and with the CBC. 
When she was about 13 years old, her foster 

parents weren’t sure what to do with her — send 
her back to Frobisher Bay or keep her in Toronto to 
continue going to school. 

"I chose to go to school," Hanson said. 
One of Inukshuk’s early goals was to give Inuit 

some variety in reading material. At the time, the 
only printed documents available in Inuktitut 
syllabics were translations of the Bible and some 
federal government publications. 

“Hardly anything was printed in Inuktitut, so I 
thought this would be a good way for our people to 
have something to read other than the Bible,” 
Hanson said. “It was very new to our way of living 
because we never had any kind of newspaper 
written in our language.” 

Stories were usually written in Inuktitut and 
translated into English, then published in both 
languages. (Today, Nunatsiaq News continues that 
tradition of publishing in both languages, though 
articles are now written in English and translated.) 

“This was a way to have something original, a 
story from our people,” Hanson said. 

She put Inukshuk together at what was then the 
Gordon Robertson Education Centre, an adult 
education centre where people went “to learn 
anything that was going on.” 

The centre gave Inukshuk free rent in a corner of 
its office, free paper and use of its Gestetner, a 
primitive photocopying machine notorious for the 
noxious smell of the chemicals it used in its 
duplicating process. 

Hanson worked on her own, often bringing her 
first daughter, Kathleen, to work. Kathleen would lie 

on top of her amauti while the paper’s editor went 
about the business of putting out the newsletter. 

Over the years, she and her husband, Bob, had 
three more children. In the 1970s, Bob was a 
purchasing officer for the government of the 
Northwest Territories (before the creation of 
Nunavut as a territory) before he formed a 
construction company in the 1980s. 

Hanson had an old manual typewriter on which 
she recalled, “You almost needed a hammer to 
punch the keys down.” 

Syllabics for stories in Inuktitut were 
painstakingly handwritten on the special paper 
used by the Gestetner copier. 

“I had to make sure I didn’t make a mistake. 
One little mistake would take an hour or two to 
correct on the old Gestetner.” 

Hanson calls Inukshuk a “newsletter” instead of 
a newspaper because its articles were based on com-
 munity stories that people would tell her. Hunting 
stories were a big part of Inukshuk’s weekly content. 

“There wasn’t too much news. By the time we 
printed, it was old news. It was more like a letter,” 
she said. 

During its three-year run, Inukshuk published 
every week and was frequently more than 20 pages. 
Pages were stapled together instead of folded like 
most newspapers. It carried a price tag of 25 cents 
and was distributed in Frobisher Bay by a team of 
children — often Hanson’s relatives — who were 
paid with “a chocolate bar or two” or “a few 
candies.” 

“That’s quite a bit for a little community 
newsletter. Half the time, there wasn’t much going 
on. People like to tell their stories. And I would 
translate all of them.” 

Yet Inukshuk covered the basics of community 
news — the goings-on at Frobisher Bay council, 
freight rate hikes by Nordair airline, liquor 
plebiscites, and breaking news like the January 1974 
headline, “policeman shot.” 

On Nov. 20, 1974, the newsletter’s main headline 
was “James Bay Natives Settle for $150 million and 
Hunting Rights — ITC not impressed.” It ran over a 
story about a fire that destroyed the Frobisher 
Curling Club. 

“Anything that was printable,” Hanson said 
about what went into Inukshuk. 

But by June 1976, Inukshuk’s volunteer board 
had decided it was time to sell. 

It turned the keys over to Frobisher Press Ltd., a 
company led by Monica Connolly, a southerner 
from Oshawa, Ont., who had worked as a reporter 
for Inukshuk. Connolly organized a group of 
shareholders who wanted to take the paper private. 

Inukshuk’s board had one condition — that the 
new owners give it a new name and retire the 
Inukshuk name. On June 16, 1976, Inukshuk 
reported both its own sale and the paper’s name 
change that were to take effect that July. 

And with that, Nunatsiaq News was born. 
Frobisher Press would publish that paper for 

nine years until 1985 when it was bought by 
Nunatext, a partnership between Nunasi Corp. and 
Nortext Publishing Corp., which was owned by the 
Roberts family, three brothers from Ottawa with a 
long history of their own in business in Canada’s 
North. 

Nunatsiaq News is currently owned by Nortext. 

How a community newsletter launched  
a newspaper tradition in Iqaluit 

Inukshuk, started 50 years ago, was forerunner to Nunatsiaq News 
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Ann Hanson, former Inukshuk newsletter editor, reads 
syllabics on old copies of her paper from the 1970s. (Photo 
by David Venn) ᐋᓐ Hᐊᓐᓴᓐ, ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨ -
ᒋᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖓ, ᐃᓄᑦᑎᑑᖓᔪᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᖅᑐᖅ ᐱᑐᖃᓗᓐᓂᒃ 1970-
ᓕᓴᕐᓂᑦ. (ᐊᔾᔨᓐᖑᐊᖅ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᕙᓐᒥᑦ)

Nunatsiaq News traces its origins to the Inukshuk 
newsletter, whose first issue was published on Feb. 9, 1973. 
(Image courtesy of Library and Archives Canada) ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᑕᐃᑲᓐᖔᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᒃ, ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᓴᖅᑮᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᕖᕝᕗᐊᕆᒥ 9-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 1973-ᒥ (ᐊᔾᔨᓐᖑᐊᖅ 
ᐱᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖃᕐᕕᒻᒥ ᑐᖅᑯᐃᕕᒻᒥᓪᓗ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ)
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Corey Larocque 

 

The chronicling of Nunavut began at a parent-
teacher open house in Frobisher Bay — which 

had not yet been renamed Iqaluit — in 1973. 
It was the first front-page story in the very first 

issue of Inukshuk, a newspaper that debuted Feb. 9, 
1973. It would eventually become Nunatsiaq News. 

As Nunatsiaq News celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary, we published images of front pages from the 
past five decades on our website. A few of them are 
reproduced at the back of this special section.  

“School open house” was Inukshuk’s very first 
front-page headline. There had been a recent open 
house at the Sir Martin Frobisher Elementary School 
on Jan. 24, attended by 273 families “representing 
51% of the students.” 

“Such a gathering is bound to benefit the 
students as well as interest and inform the adults,” 
the paper reported in an un-bylined article that 
appeared beside a picture of Mosesie and Florence 
Lewis and Doris Lidstone in Aileen Burak’s Grade 1 
classroom. 

Inukshuk was published by a non-profit 
organization that described its new venture as “a 
community experiment” aimed at being “a link to a 
new feeling of community in Frobisher Bay.” 

“Inukshuk plans to report the news in Frobisher 
and Baffin on a regular basis,” the paper’s 
introductory editorial explained to readers. 

“We also plan to have a special section on things 
of interest and we welcome your suggestions for 
new columns and new topics.” 

Ann Hanson, who would later become a commis-
sioner of Nunavut, was its first editor. The society 
published the paper for nearly three and a half years. 

The very first edition was published on Feb. 9, 
1973. 

By March, Inukshuk was being printed on legal-
size paper. English articles were written on a 
typewriter instead of using typeset letters 

commonly used by newspapers that were produced 
on a printing press. Articles in Inuktitut used 
handwritten syllabics. 

Then in June 1976, the Inukshuk staff broke the 
news that its name was changing. The non-profit 
society had sold the paper to Frobisher Press, Ltd., a 
private company whose “major shareholders” were 
already working for Inukshuk. 

One of the conditions of the sale, however, was 
that the new owners “retire” the Inukshuk name. 

They picked the new name by holding a contest. 
Alootook Ipellie, a writer and artist who lived in 
Ottawa and worked with Inuit Today magazine, 
suggested the name. For christening the new 
publication, he won $50 and a lifetime subscription 
to Nunatsiaq News. 

Nunatsiaq won out because “it was feared that 
the use of the still unofficial ‘Nunavut’ could cause 
confusion in some readers’ minds.” 

On June 16, Inukshuk’s editor explained the new 
name meant “Beautiful Land” and was used to de-
scribe “the area of the Northwest Territories above 
the tree-line.” (“News from above the tree-line” 
 became the new paper’s slogan — similar to the 
New York Times’ “All the news that’s fit to print.”) 

The new owners “seriously considered” 
incorporating “Nunavut” into the new name. 

They noted it was the name suggested for the 
area by the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada, the 
organization that led a study that formed the basis 
for the Nunavut territory, and that “it seems likely 
the term will increase in popular usage.” 

Inukshuk had also supported ITC’s land claims 
proposals in its editorials in the early 1970s. 

In the following two editions, the new name and 
new logo were introduced on the front page in 
anticipation of the name change. 

It’s hard to find copies of those early editions of 
Inukshuk. Library and Archives Canada, however, 
has preserved a full run of them. 

Frobisher Press continued to publish Nunatsiaq 

News until 1985. In that year, in a partnership 
between Nunasi Corp., the Roberts family from 
Ottawa bought the paper from Frobisher Press. 

The Roberts family — publisher Michael and 
brothers David and Steven — is still the majority 
shareholder. Each of the brothers has one of their 
children involved in the family business. 

When the Nunatsiaq News 50th anniversary 
celebration began in February, Michael Roberts wrote 
a two-part series about his family’s history in the 
North and how they came to own Nunatsiaq News. 

It appears in the front pages of this special 
section.

It all starts with Inukshuk 
Take a peek at the first front page of the newsletter that became Nunatsiaq News 

Nunavut Premier P.J. Akeeagok, 
centre, congratulates Nunatsiaq 

News publisher Michael Roberts, 
left, and managing editor Corey 
Larocque at the Northern Lights 

conference and trade show in 
Ottawa on Feb. 10. Nunatsiaq 

News is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary in 2023. The first 

Inukshuk newsletter, which later 
became Nunatsiaq News, was 

published on Feb. 9, 1973.   

(Photo by Emma Tranter) 

Premier congratulates Nunatsiaq News on half-century of news coverage

A copy of the first Inukshuk newsletter, published on Feb. 
9, 1973, is part of the Library and Archives Canada 
collection. The newsletter is the forerunner to Nunatisaq 
News, which is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2023. 
(Photo by Corey Larocque/Library and Archives Canda)



Corey Larocque 
 

A good friend’s advice to “take it private” led 
Monica Connolly to found Nunatsiaq News in 

1976. 
Connolly, who was editor-publisher of the 

Inukshuk newsletter at the time, got that 
recommendation after a dispute with the non-profit, 
community-led board running it. 

She had been working as editor-publisher for 
Inukshuk for about a year when the board suddenly 
demanded to have a financial statement in time for 
its next meeting — the following Wednesday. 

“I said, ‘You’ve got a choice. You can have a 
statement or you can have a newspaper for next 
Wednesday. But you’re not getting both. It’s not 
possible,’” Connolly said in a phone interview from 
her home in Oshawa, Ont., an hour east of Toronto. 

Connolly’s company Frobisher Press Ltd. 
became the first owner of Nunatsiaq News after 
buying the Inukshuk newsletter, which is 
considered the precursor to this newspaper. 

Inukshuk was created in February 1973 — 50 
years ago — by Ann Hanson and a non-profit 
organization in Frobisher Bay who wanted the 
paper to help people in the growing community to 
get to know each other. 

When the board asked Connolly for the financial 
statements on short notice, she was “furious,” she 
recalled. 

After learning about the demand for financial 
statements, she went to cover a government 
hearing. There, she bumped into a friend, Jim 
Tooley, then the CEO of Nordair airline. 

“Jim and I had been becoming friends over the 
last while,” Connolly recalled. 

He asked her what was wrong. 
“He says, ‘You should go private,’” Connolly 

said, recalling the advice that launched her into the 
newspaper ownership business. 

“He suggested I go private and he told me how 
to do it, what I had to do.” 

Connolly created Frobisher Press Ltd. and asked 
Inukshuk’s board to sell its three-year-old paper to 
her. 

“We convinced the board to sell to us. I had to 
raise money. ‘Us’ being me and anybody I could sell 
shares to,” she said. 

One of the conditions of the sale was that the 
new privately owned paper would not use the same 
Inukshuk name the non-profit board had used. 

Nunatsiaq News was born. 
Connolly, now 78, grew up in Oshawa in 

the same house where she lives today. But 
she never felt the city, then famous for its 
General Motors plant, was home. 

Her father, a Scot and an outdoorsman, 
introduced her to northern Ontario’s 
“Shield Country.” He admired the First 
Nations people he met there, so Connolly 
grew up oriented toward the north and with 
a respect for Indigenous peoples. 

After becoming a teacher, she moved to 
Frobisher Bay (now Iqaluit) to take a 
government job at an experimental 
residence for young women. But the job, she 
said, “just wasn’t working out for anyone.” 

After the residence closed, she spent 
three months doing social services research 
for the government. In the meantime, 
someone asked her to be Inukshuk’s court 
reporter under then-editor Nerda Greenway, 
who had replaced founding editor Hanson. 

“I enjoyed it. They enjoyed me,” she 
said. 

In time, Connolly took over as 
Inukshuk’s editor-publisher. Not long after 
that, she was running the newspaper 
herself. 

Operating a newspaper in Frobisher Bay 
in the mid-1970s was “crazy but it was fun,” 
Connolly said, comparing it to the image 
portrayed in western movies of the guy in a 
one-horse town who churned out the paper. 

Nunatsiaq upgraded from the Gestetner 
copy machine Inukshuk had used and 
began using an offset printing press. There 
was no technician in the North, so Connolly 
had to troubleshoot mechanical breakdowns 
over the phone with a repairman in 
Montreal. 

“When you were a publisher, you were a 
publisher,” she said. 

The paper was fiercely independent, Connolly 
said — “capable of taking on a fight with just about 
anybody.” 

But working in the North came with 
compromises, such as taking a ride “with anyone 
who was flying a plane” without risking the 
perception they were “being corrupted” into being 
“an arm of the government,” she said. 

Nunatsiaq News had about seven full-time staff 
plus “independent” translators. They worked in a 
building near the legion. The mostly white news 
staff tended to socialize with the community’s Inuit 
population more than other southerners. 

One of the people who worked for Connolly was 
Jim Bell, who would become the paper’s longtime, 
highly regarded editor. He worked for Nunatsiaq 
News for more than 30 years until his death in 2021. 

Bell was first hired to work the printing press. 
He got his start as a writer by filling in when 
another writer had to leave. 

“We didn’t agree all the time about the politics 
and that was OK,” Connolly said of Bell. “He 
enjoyed the job more than he was interested in 
getting paid.” 

Connolly recalled her time running Nunatsiaq as 
“a really exciting time” to be covering the news. 

“There were so many problems — which you’ve 

still got,” she said, citing the territory’s housing 
shortage and persistent tuberculosis problems. 

It was the period when discussions about land 
claims for Inuit had begun and Nunatsiaq staff were 
regularly in touch with newsmakers like Paul 
Quassa, Tagak Curley, Piita Irniq and John 
Amagoalik. 

It came with challenges, too, in holding on to 
staff, especially Inuit. As soon as Nunatsiaq News 
trained bright, young Inuit workers, they left the 
paper for a government job that offered housing. 

Connolly started backing away from Nunatsiaq 
News in the early 1980s because she suffered what 
was eventually diagnosed as depression and a fear 
of flying. 

She described having what she called a “nervous 
breakdown” in the early 1980s. At the time, few 
people knew about depression and how to treat it. 

“It looked like laziness because you lost your 
energy. I was accomplishing less and less by the 
early ’80s,” she said. 

By 1985, Frobisher Press sold Nunatsiaq News 
to Nunatext Publishing, a partnership involving 
Nunasi Corp., and the Roberts brothers — Michael, 
David and Steven. The Roberts family has owned 
the paper since then. 

“They were quite successful at business, I 
understand,” Connolly said. 

‘Go private:’ How a friend’s advice led  
to creation of Nunatsiaq News 

Privately owned newspaper emerged after Monica Connolly bought Inukshuk newsletter in 1976 
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Nunatsiaq News was born in 1976 after Frobisher Press Ltd., a company 
owned by Monica Connolly, bought the Inukshuk newsletter that had 
been published by a non-profit organization in Frobisher Bay since 
1973. (File photo)

The June 30, 1976, issue of the Inukshuk newsletter, held 
by Library and Archives Canada, announces the transition to 
Nunatsiaq News. (Photo by Corey Larocque)



ᒪᐃᑯᓪ ᕌᐳᑦᔅ, ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ 

 

1961 ᓄᙳᐊᓂ, ᐊᐅᓪᓚᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐋᑐᕚᒥ ᓴᒡᓚᒃᒧᑦ (ᒫᓐᓇ 

ᓴᓪᓗᐃᑦ) ᐊᑖᑕᒐ, ᐊ. ᐱᐊᕆ ᕌᐳᑦᔅ, ᐱᔭᕇᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

ᑕᖅᑭᓂ 6−ᓂ ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᓕ -

ᕆᓂᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ. ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᐅᔪᖅ, Austin Airways   

DC-3−ᖏᓐᓇᒐᓚᒃᑯᑦ, ᐱᓇᓱᕈᓯᕐᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᓂᐅᑲᓴ ᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔾᔪᑎᖃᓚᐅᕐᓇᑎᒃ ᖃᖓᑕᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᓯᓚ 

ᑐᑭᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᖅᑲᖓᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᓂ. 

ᖃᖓᑕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐳᕙᖕᓂᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᕗᔾᔨᕕᖕᒧᑦ, ᐃᓄᒃ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ 

ᓴᓂᓕᓐᓂ ᐋᐳᒥ ᐅᕙᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᑎᑦᑎ ᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓚᐅᙱᓚᖓ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑐᓐᓂᖅᑯᑎᕐᔪ -

ᐊᖑᓂᖓᓂ. ᓄᑖᑦ ᓰᕐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᕕᓃᑦ 

ᑕᑯᔭᐅᒐᔪᓚᐅᙱᓚᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ. 

9-ᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ. 

ᐊᑖᑕᒐ ᖁᕕᐊᓇᖅᑐᖅᓯᐅᑎᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᒪᒃᑯᒃᖢᓂ 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖕᓚᓐᒥ Cannock 

Advertiser−ᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᒪᕐᕈᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐅᓇᑕᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂ -

ᐅᔫᑉ ᑭᖑᓂᑦᑎᐊᖓᓂ. ᑕᑯᔭᕆᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᓈᓇᓐᓂ 

ᓵᓚᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᔫᐱᑉ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ 1945−ᒥ 

ᑲᑎᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ, ᐅᕙᓐᓂ ᕿᑐᕐᙵᖅᑖᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᑲᐅᖅᑐᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᓅᓐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒧᑦ. 

ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ De Havilland−ᑯᓐᓂ. 

ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᐱᔭᕆᑐᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ, 

ᓴᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒪᓕᒐᒃᓴᓂ Beaver ᐊᒻᒪ 

Otter ᖃᖓᑕᓲᕋᓛᓄᑦ. ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃ ᑕᑯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

ᒪᓂᓴᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ “ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᔪᒧᑦ 

ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᓂ. 

ᑕᐃᒫᒃ, ᐃᓚᒌᑦ, ᓄᑲᒃᑲᓗ ᓯᑏᕙᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ, 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒧᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ. ᐳᕙᖕᓂᖅᑐᒥ, 

ᑕᐃᑲᓃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᓕᒫᒥ. ᐃᑲᔪᒃᑲᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐃᓕᓴᐃᔨᒥ, ᒥᒃ ᒫᓕᓐ, ᐸᕐᓇᐃᕙᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᒐᒃᓴᓂ ᐅᕙᓐᓄᑦ, 

ᖁᑦᑎᓛᖑᔪᒥ ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᖕᒥ ᓴᓪᓗᓂᑦ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ 

ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᒃ 2−ᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

ᓯᓂᒃᑕᖅᖢᑕ ᐃᕗᔾᔨᕕᖕᒥ, ᑕᕐᕋᔭᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ. ᑐᓄᐊᓂ 

ᐃᒃᓯᕚᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓐᓄᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 

ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᐃᑦ ᑐᓄᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᖔᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ. ᐊᐱᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐃᓄᖕᒥ 

ᓴᓂᓕᓐᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ. ᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, “ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓚᐅᙱᓚᑦ 

ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᒥᑭᑦᑑᕙᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ.” 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ ᓴᓪᓗᓂᑦ ᐊᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᑐᐊᖑᕗᖅ. 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᖃᐅᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᓲᕐᓗ ᓄᐊ 

ᖁᐱᖅᑯᐊᓗᒃ, ᐋᑕᒥ ᑲᓕᙳ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐳᑐᓕᒃ ᐸᐱᖓᑑᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ. 

ᓱᕈᓯᐅᓪᓗᖓ, ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓇᖅᑐᖅᓯᐊᖅᓯᒪᕗᖓ ᐃᒪᕐᒧᑦ 

ᑲᑕᖕᓂᕐᒥ ᐋᔪᕋᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑳᕋᓱᐊᖅᖢᑕ ᑕᐅᓇᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᓱᖓᓂ 

ᐃᓄᑑᓪᓗᓂ ᐹᖅᓯᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓇᓄᕐᒥ. ᑳᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ. 

ᓴᓪᓗᓃᑎᓪᓗᑕ, ᐊᑖᑕᒐ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐊᖅᑯᒻᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᓂ 

“ᑭᑉᐹᕆᒃᑐᑯᓗᖕᓂ” ᐃᒡᓗᓂᑦ. 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ Fort 

Chimo−ᒧᑦ (ᒫᓐᓇ ᑰᔾᔪᐊᖅ) ᓅᓚᐅᖅᑳᕐᓇᑕ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ 

ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᖢᑕ. ᑕᐃᑲᓂ, ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᓛᕋ ᒫᒃ 

ᒍᐊᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 

20−ᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥᐅᑦ 

ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ ᑯᐸᐃᖕᒥ ᐊᖏᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ. ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᒃᑲ ᑯᓂᐊᒃ, 

ᒪᐃ, ᐅᐊᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒍᐊᑕᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᓯᕗᓕᐅᖅᑎᙳ -

ᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ: ᒪᐃᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ, ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑦ, ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐊ -

ᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᑯᐃᑉ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᖅᑎᖓᓂ 

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ. 

ᕿᒪᒃᓯᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᖓ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑦᑎᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᖓ 

“ᓇᓄᕐᒥ” ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ, ᑐᙵᓇᙱᑦᑐᒥ. 

ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᑯᐃᓐ ᓯᓚᑦᑐᖅᓴᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᖓᓂ ᑭᖕᔅᑎᓐ, 

ᐋᓐᑎᐊᕆᐅᒥ. ᕿᒫᔪᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐱᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂ 1970−ᖏᓐᓂ 

ᐃᓅᓯᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᓐᓂ ᓂᕈᐊᕐᓂᑯᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑖᑕᒐ ᐅᕙᓐᓂ 

ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᒃᓴᒥ ᐃᒪᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᑎ -

ᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᒥ 

ᑯᐸᐃᖕᒥ ᐊᖏᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ. ᐅᑎᕋᔭᖅᐳᖓ ᓴᓪᓗᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑰᔾᔪᐊᕐᒧᑦ. 

ᓴᓪᓗᓂᑦ, ᓱᕈᓰᑦ ᒪᓕᒃᐸᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᒃᑯᑦ, ᑕᐃᓯᓪᓗᑎᒃ 

“ᒥᑯᐊᓗᖕᒥ!” ᐊᑦᑎᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᖓ ᐱᕈᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖃᓚ -

ᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᖓ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᓂ. 

ᐅᐸᒡᕕᒃᓴᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᔪᓂ 

ᑕᐃᑲᓂᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐊᑖᑕᒐ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᓂᖓᓂ 

ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᓕᕆᔨᐅᓂᕐᒥ. ᑲᑎᒪᔨᓗᒃᑖᑦ ᐃᑦᑐᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᒐᓛᒃᑯᑦ 

ᑎᑭᓐᓇᒥ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᒐᒥ ᓯᑭᑑᒥ. ᐊᐃᑦᑖᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ, ᐳᐃᒍᕐᓂᕋᒪ 

ᖃᒥᑦᑕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ ᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᖓ ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᐅᕙᓐᓂ 

ᖁᙱᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔪᒥ ᒪᓕᒃᓴᖅᑎᓪᓗᒐ. 

1978−ᒥ, ᐊᑖᑕᒐ ᓄᖅᑲᕈᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒋᔭᖓᓂ 

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖓᓐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᑏᕙᓐ ᐅᕙᖓᓗ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ 

ᐱᓕᕆᓕᒪᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᔪᒥ Nortext−ᒥ. ᑕᐃᕕᑦ 

ᕿᓚᒻᒥᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᓚᐅᙱᓚᒍᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑖᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑎᑐᑦ/ 

ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᓄᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᔪᒥ 

“ᐃᒐᓛᕐᒥ” ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎ -

ᐊᕐᓂᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ ᕇᑕ ᓄᕙᓕᙵᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃ -

ᔨᙳᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ. ᑲᔪᓯᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ, 

ᑲᑎᕕᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᓂᕐᒥ ᑮᓴᐅᔭᓕᕆᔨᐅᓂᕐᒥ ᒪᑭᕕᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ. ᓂᕈᐊᕐᓂ -

ᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᓐᓄᖓᓂ, ᐅᖃᓘᑎᕋᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᐅᓚ ᐅᖅᐳᖓ, 

“ᖃᓄᐃᓗᐊᙱᑦᑐᐊᓗᒃ ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᐃᔨᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᕐᓂ!” 

Nortext−ᒥ, ᐊᑐᕆᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᓂᑦ, 

ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᕐᒥ IBM Selectric ᓇᕿᑦᑕᐅᑎᒥᒃ “ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ 

ᐊᖅᓴᖃᖅᑐᒥ” ᐱᐅᓪᓚᕆᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ. ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ 

ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ 

Compugraphic ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᓇᕿᑦᑕᕐᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᓂᑦ 

ᐊᒻᒪ ᓱᖏᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕈᓐᓇᐅᒻᒥ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᔪᒥ 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ 

ᓇᕿᑦᑕᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ. 

ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐱᕙᓪᓕ -

ᐊᑎᑦᑎ  ᔪᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᕈᓐᓇᐅᒻᒥ. 

ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃ ᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᔪᓂ 

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ. ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ 

ᑎᑎᖅᑲᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᒥ ᑭᑉᐹᕆᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᕿᔪᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᒃᑰᖅᑎ ᑕᐅᑎᖦᖢᑎᒍᑦ ᐹᔅᑎᓐᒥ. 

ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐊᒥᓱᓂ 

ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅ ᕆ ᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ. ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅ -

ᓛᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ ᑐᑭᓕᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯ ᒪ ᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᖃᓗᐃᔭᖅᐸᐃᓂ 

ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐅᖃᓕᒫᕐᓂᖅ ᓱᒃᑲᓂᖅᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᙱᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓂᖓᓂ. 

ᑎᑎᕋᕈᓐᓇᐅᑎᕗᑦ ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃ ᓴᖑᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᑎᑎᕋᕈᓐᓇᐅᒻᒥ, nunacom−ᒥ. ᐅᓇ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᖅ 

ᐊᔭᐅᕆᓯ ᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᓂᖓᓂ 

ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒫᓐᓇᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᖦᖢᒍ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᒻᒥ, ᑯᕇ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑑᖅᑐᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᓯᐅᔪᓄᑦ. 

1983−ᒥ, ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᕐᒥᐅᖃᑎᒌᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. ᐅᖃᓗᒡᕕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᑕᒑᖅ ᑰᓕᒥ. 

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, “ᐃᓄᖕᒥ ᑕᑯᔭᕆᐅᖁᔭᒋᑦ.” ᔮᓐ 

ᕼᐃᒃᔅ−ᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᑎᒃᑯᐊᖅᑕᐅ ᓵᕐᓂᑰᓪᓗᓂ 

ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓯ ᑎᒥᖁᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ. 

ᐅᓪᓗᕈᒻᒥᑕᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᕗᕉᐱᓴ ᐃᓐᒥ. 

ᑎᑭᓴᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᕈᒻᒥᑕᕈᒪᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᐅᑕᖅᑭᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᑲᕐᕋᑦ ᒪᕐᕈᑲᓴᖕᓂ 

ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ. ᐅᖃᓪᓚᒐᓛᓚᐅᖅᖢᑕ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᖢᑕ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᓂᑦ, 

ᐅᖃᓪᓚᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒥ. ᓄᓇᑖᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂ ᐅᔪᒥ 

ᕿᓚᒻᒥᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑎᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖃ -

ᓛᖅᐳᖅ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ. 

ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ−ᓇᖕᒥᓂ -

ᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑐᙵᕕᖃᖅᑐᒥ 

ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ. 

ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᔭᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᐃᓗᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 

ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᑕᖅᑭᑦ 6 ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ Nunatext 

ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᒥᖁᑕᐅᔪᓂ, 51 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ 

ᓄᓇᓯᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 49 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᓴᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ 

Nortext−ᑯᓐᓂ, ᓱᓕ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᕌᐳᑦᔅ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᔪᓂ. 

ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᑕᖅᑭᓂ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐅᖃᓗᒡᕕᐅᓚ -

ᐅᖅᐳᖓ. ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᐅᓕᕐᓂᖓᓂ. 

(ᐅᓇ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᕗᖅ ᒪᕐᕈᐃᓕᖓᔪᒥ−ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅ>ᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕ -
ᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ, ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔪᒥᒃ 50−ᖓᓂ ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓐᓂᖅᓯᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
2023−ᒥ. ᑲᔪᓯᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ 2−ᒥ.) 

ᒪᐃᑯᓪ ᕌᐳᑦᔅ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ.

A. Barry Roberts responded to this advertisement which 
resulted in him moving to Salluit with his family. (Image 
courtesy of Pat Roberts) ᐊ. ᐱᐊᕆ ᕌᐳᑦᔅ ᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐆᒥᖓ 
ᒪᓂᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓅᓐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓴᓪᓗᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᓪᓗ. (ᒪᐃᑯᓪ 
ᕌᐳᑦᔅ ᐊᔾᔨᖁᑎᖓ)

ᐊᑯᓂᐊᓗᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓂᕐᒥ – ᐃᓚᖓ 1 
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Michael Roberts, Publisher 

 

In late 1961, we left Ottawa for 
Sugluk (now Salluit) after my father, 

A. Barry Roberts, had completed six 
months training as a northern 
administrator. The journey, mostly by 
Austin Airways DC-3, would take 
three weeks. Before instrument flying, 
weather meant you stayed put. 

On the flight from Povungnituk to 
Ivujivik, the Inuk woman beside me 
offered me an apple. I didn’t know it 
at the time, but it was a very generous 
gift. Fresh fruit was rarely seen for the 
next three years. 

I was nine years old. 
My father was an adventurer. He 

was a young reporter in England for 
the Cannock Advertiser shortly after 
the Second World War. After meeting 
my mom Pat on Victory in Europe 
Day in 1945 they married, had me and 
then quickly decided to move to 
Canada. 

He got a job with De Havilland. As 
chief technical writer, he created the 
operations manuals for the Beaver 
and Otter bush planes. Then he saw 
an ad for “Northern Service Officer in 
Canada’s Arctic.” 

So the family, with my younger 
brothers Steven and David, came 
north. In Povungnituk, we stayed for 
a week. A helpful teacher, Mick 
Mallon, planned out correspondence 
courses for me, as the highest grade in 
Salluit at that time was Grade 2. 

Overnighting in Ivujivik, we saw a 
movie. We sat at the back and, as the 
place filled, chairs were turned away from the screen 
and towards us. I asked the person beside me why. 
She replied, “they didn’t know that white people 
came in small sizes.” 

Our three years in Salluit is another story. But I 
met great friends like Noah Koperqualuk, Adamie 
Kalingo, and the late Putilik Papigatuk. As a child, I 
had numerous adventures from falling in the water 
while floe-jumping way out in the bay to a solo 
encounter with a polar bear. He wasn’t hungry that 
day. 

While in Salluit, my father supervised building 
the first road and constructing the first “matchbox” 
houses. 

Three years later we moved to Fort Chimo (now 
Kuujjuaq) before we moved south for school. There, 
my best friend was Mark Gordon, who would 
tragically die in his 20s after being chief negotiator 
for the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement. 
My friends in the Koneak, May, Watt and Gordon 
families would go on to become leaders: mayors, 
presidents, senator and even Governor General. 

After leaving the North and being nicknamed 
“Nanook” in high school, not kindly, I did a stint at 
Queen’s University in Kingston, Ont. I needed to 
escape some poor 1970s lifestyle choices and my 
father offered me a job as an enrolment fieldworker 
for the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement. 
I’d get to go back to Salluit and Kuujjuaq. 

In Salluit, the kids followed me down the street, 
calling “Mikualuk!” which I was named after a 
growth spurt in earlier years. 

I had an appointment with town council in the 
same building my father presided over as 
administrator. The whole council looked out the 
window as I arrived on a borrowed snowmobile. 
Unfortunately, I forgot to turn if off on dismounting 
so they got to watch me chase it down the street. 

In 1978, my father decided to 
quit his contracting business, and 
Steven and I formed a fledgling 
company called Nortext. David 
joined shortly after. 

We had no money but got a 
contract from the Department of 
Northern Affairs to publish an 
English/Inuktitut newspaper  
called Igalaaq about training and 
education. 

We had several journalism 
trainees of whom the most 
successful was Rita Novalinga, who 
became editor. She then went on to 
head the co-ops, Kativik School 
Board, and was elected secretary-
treasurer of Makivvik. On that 
election night, I got a text, “not bad 
for your old trainee!” 

At Nortext, we were an early 
adopter of computers, as publishing 
with the IBM Selectric typewriter 
with its “syllabic ball” was not  
ideal. We invested in Compugraphic 
typesetting terminals and adapted  
a syllabic font created by the N.W.T. 
government to finally get a working 
typesetting system for syllabics. 

A few years later we decided to 
develop our own font. We partnered 
with the Baffin Divisional Board of 
Education. We drew the characters 
on foot square boards and then had 
them digitized in Boston. 

During the design process, we 
made many decisions. One of the 
most important was to establish a 
middle line in the syllabic 
characters, as in Roman text, to 

make reading faster and easier. 
Our font was then converted into the first 

syllabic desktop publishing font and then to the first 
Internet font, nunacom. This work has influenced 
syllabic typography to this day in Inuktitut, Cree 
and other syllabic writing systems. 

In 1983, I attended the Inuit Circumpolar Council 
conference in Iqaluit. I got a call from Tagak Curley. 
He said, “I’ve got someone I want you to meet.” It 
was John Hickes, recently appointed head of Nunasi 
Corporation. We had lunch at the Frobisher Inn. 

We ordered our lunch and waited almost two 
hours to be served. After small talk and going over 
business plans, we started talking about the future. 
The land claim agreement was to be signed shortly. 
There would be a need for communications. Inuit 
needed to play a role. 

We came up with the idea of a majority Inuit-
owned publishing company, based in Iqaluit and 
serving the Arctic. It would hire and train Inuit in 
publishing and communications. 

Six months later we formed Nunatext Publishing 
Corporation, 51 per cent owned by Nunasi and 49 
per cent owned by Nortext, which was still owned 
by the Roberts family. 

A few months later, I got a phone call. Nunatsiaq 
News was for sale. 

(This is the first of a two-part series about the history 
of Nunatsiaq News, which is marking its 50th 
anniversary in 2023. To be continued in Part 2.) 

Michael Roberts is the publisher of Nunatsiaq News.

The long journey to publish Nunatsiaq News 
A personal recollection – part 1 

The Roberts family in Salluit. Clockwise from top right: Pat, 
Barry, Michael, Steven and David. (Photo by Claire Wright) 
ᕌᐳᑦᔅ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᓴᓪᓗᓂ: ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐅᑎᑎᑐᑦ ᖁᓛᓂ ᑕᓕᖅᐱᖕᒥ: ᐹᑦ, ᐱᐊᕆ, 
ᒪᐃᑯᓪ, ᓯᑏᕙᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ. (ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᑭᓕᐊᕐ ᕋᐃᑦᒧᑦ)

Arctic travel is always an adventure. This Austin Airways DC-
3 crash-landed on the Salluit ice strip, crushing the landing 
gear and ruining a propeller. (Photo by A. Barry Roberts) 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᖁᕕᐊᓇᐃᓐᓇᐅᔭᖅᐳᖅ. ᐅᓇ Austin 
Airways DC-3 ᑲᑕᒃᖢᓂ-ᑐᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓴᓪᓗᐃᑦ ᓯᑯᒥ ᒥᕝᕕᖓᓄᑦ, 
ᓯᖁᑦᑎᕆᓪᓗᓂ ᒥᔾᔪᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓱᕋᐃᓪᓗᓂ ᐸᐅᕋᐅᔭᒥᒃ. 
(ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ A. ᐱᐊᕆ ᕌᐳᑦᔅ)



ᒪᐃᑯᓪ ᕌᐳᑦᔅ, ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ 

 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

1985−ᒥ. ᒫᓂᑲ ᑳᓇᓕ, ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ, ᓅᑦᑐᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. ᑲᑎᒪᖃᑎᖃᓚ -

ᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐱᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᐸᒃᑐᒥ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᖃᖅᐸᒃᑐᒥᓪᓗ 

ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒪᓐᑐᕆᐋᓪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓂᕆᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ 

ᐅᓪᓗᕈᒻᒥᑕᑦᑎᐊᕚᓗᖕᒥ ᐳᔫᖅᑎᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓕᒍᕐᒥ 

ᓵᑎᓇᐃᒥ. ᑎᒎᑎᖃᑎᒌᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ. 

ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᓄᓇᓯ ᑎᒥᖁᑕᐅᔪᓂ, 51 

ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑎᙳᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ. ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᐊᖏᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 

ᐸᒡᕕᓵᕆᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔾᔮᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐊᖑᔪᓂ. ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᐅᒪᔪᒥ−ᒪᒃᐱᒐᕐᒥ 

ᒪᓂᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᖏᖅᓯᒪᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐊᖑᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ. 

ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᖃᐅᔨᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅ ᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᐅᖏᓐᓂᖅᓴᒐᓚᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

ᐅᓪᓗᕈᒻᒥᑕᓚᐅᖅᑕᑦᑎᓐᓂ. 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

ᓄᑕᐅᙱᑦᑐᒥ “ᑭᑉᐹᕆᒃᑐᑯᓗᖕᒥ” ᐃᒡᓗᒥ, 512 ᑭᑉᐹᕆᒃᑐᓂ 

ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᓂ. ᓇᑉᐸᖓᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑕᑕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ Gestetner 

ᑎᑎᕋᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ, ᐊᓂᐊᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᒪᒪᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᐳᔪᕐᓗᖕᓂ 

ᑎᑎᕋᐅᑎᖓᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖅᓱᒃᓴᒥ. ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᖅᑰᓴᐅᑎᒥ 

ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᖓᓂ. ᐊᓂᕐᓂᒃᓴᖓ ᑐᖑᔪᓚ -

ᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᒡᒐᓕᐊᑉ ᐳᔪᖓᓂ. ᑎᕆᖅᑯᐊᓂ ᖁᕐᕕᒃ ᐊᓂᑕᐅᔭ -

ᕆᐊᖃᖅᐸᒃᑐᓂ ᒪᑐᓯᒪᓐᓇᔪᒃᖢᓂ ᐅᕕᓂᖕᓂᐊᕈᒻᒥ ᑕᓗᖓᓂ. 

ᐹᓚᐳᖅᐸᒃᑲ ᔨᒻ ᐱᐅᓪ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᐅᓪ ᒪᑳᖕᑭ. ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ 

ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ 40−ᑲᓴᖕᓂ. 

ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᓚᐅᖅᐸᕋ ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᖅᑕᓐᓂ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒧᑦ. ᑲᒪᓂᖃᓚ -

ᐅᙱᓚᑦ. ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ ᖄᖏᖅᑐᓂ, ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ 

ᐊᑦᑎᖅᓯᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᓂ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ Star 

Wars ᐃᓄᙳᐊᖏᓐᓂ. ᓘᒃ ᔅᑲᐃᐅᐊᑰᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ, 

ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐊᕆᕐᔪᐊᖅᓯᒪᔭᓐᓄᑦ. ᐅᖃᓘᑎᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᓯᖃᓕ -

ᑕᐃᓐᓇᕋᑦᑕ, ᐱᐅᓪ ᓅᑎᑦᑎᕙᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᖃᓗᒡᕕᒋᔭᓐᓄᑦ ᔨᒻᒧᑦ 

ᐆᒥᖓ, “ᓘᒃ ᐅᖃᓗᒃᑐᖅ ᓇᐃᓴᐅᑎᓕᖕᒥ 1-ᒥ.” 

ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᕐᒥ 

ᑎᑎᕋᐃᕙᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 800−ᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᑕᒫᒥ 

ᓇᕿᑦᑕᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑎᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒡᒐᒧᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ 

ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᓇᐃᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐸᐃᑉᐹᓂ. 

ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑐᓂᕐᕈᑎᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᒐᕐᓂ, 

ᓅᑎᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᓇᕿᑦᑕᕐᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᓂ 

ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᖦᖢᑎᒍᑦ ᐃᓘᒧᑦ ᑲᓕᒐᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ, 

ᐅᐊᔭᑯᑖᖕᒥ ᑲᑉᐳᕝᕕᖕᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᕋᓛᑦᑎᓐᓂ. ᖃᓄᐃᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᐱᕐᙶᖑᕐᒪᑦ, ᐊᐅᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᖅ ᐊᐳᑎ ᐃᒡᓘᑉ ᖄᖓᓂ 

ᐃᒻᒪᒃᑎᑦᑎᒐᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ ᑲᓕᒐᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᓂ. 

ᓴᖑᑎᓚᐅᖅᐸᕗᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᕝᕕᖕᒥ ᒪᒃᐱᒐᖃᖅᑐᒥ 

ᓇᑉᐸᓪᓗᐊᖓᓂ ᐊᖏᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᓇᕿᑦᑕᕐᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ 

ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑎᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᖃᑦᑕᓕᓚ -

ᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᒃᓴᒥ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ. ᕘᔅᑎᐊ 

ᖃᖓᑕᑎᑦᑎᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᖓᑦᑕᐅᑎᓂ, ᕿᓚᒻᒥᐅᔪᒥ, 

ᑲᑕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ $99−ᒧᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓂᖓᓄᑦ. 

ᐊᒥᓱᐃᖅᓱᖅᖢᓂ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᑦ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᒥᕝᕕᖕᒥ, 

ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔪᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᒐᖏᓐᓂ. 

ᕿᓚᒻᒥᐅᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᖅᑐᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ. 

ᑐᙵᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᕿᒪᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᑖᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᖃᕈᒪᓚᐅᙱᒻᒪᑕ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᕕᒃᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. ᓄᓇᓯ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᖅᑕ -

ᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒥ ᓄᓇᑖᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᑦ. 

ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔪᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ 

ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ. ᓂᐅᕕᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᖅᐸᕗᑦ 

ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖃᑕᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓂ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑕ, ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᒥᒃᖠᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑕ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᓂ. 

ᐅᓇ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓂᐊᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓱᖏᐅᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᒥᒃᖠᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ, ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 

ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖃᑕᐅᔪᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᓱᓕᓂᕋᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᐱᖁᑎ -

ᒋᔭ ᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ. 

ᑎᑎᕋᐃᕙᖕᓂᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖑᓪᓗᐊᙱᓚᑦ ᓴᙲᑦᑐᒥ 

ᐆᒻᒪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ. 

ᓅᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᖏᔪᓄᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᒨᓕᖓᔪᓄᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ 

ᓵᙵᔪᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᓱᐊᓂ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᕈᐊᐃᔪᓪ 

ᐹᖕᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖓᓐᓄᑦ. ᑖᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ 

ᐊᔾᔨᖁᑎᓕᐅᕐᕕᖕᒥ, ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᓂ, ᐅᖃᓘᑎᓂ, ᓱᒃᑲᔪᒃᑰᕈᑎᒥ 

ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ. 

1988−ᒥ, ᓄᑲᕋ ᓯᑏᕙᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓕᐊᖓ ᕋᐴᑕ, ᓅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 

ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ. ᐱᓕᕆᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅ -

ᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ 

ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 17−ᓄᑦ: ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᔪᑦ, ᒪᓂᓴᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᓂᐅᕕ ᐊᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑑᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ, 

ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕈᓐᓇᐅᑎᓕᕆᔩᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᓂ 

ᐱᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ. ᐃᓚᒌᓪᓗ ᓄᓇᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 

14−ᓄᑦ. 

ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᑦ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᕐᔪ -

ᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᐅᓂᔪᓂ. ᓯᑏᕙᓐ 

ᓇᓂᓯᔨᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᖕᒥ (ᒫᓐᓇ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ) 

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ  

ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᖓᒧᖅᑳᖃᕐᕕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᒡᕋᓛᖑᔪᓂ,  

ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᓯᐊᒎᖅᑐᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑖᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ. ᕋᐴᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᑐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᑎᑎᕋᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑑᑉ ᑭᒡᓕᙳᐊᖓᓂ 

ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖓᓐᓂ, ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑕ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᑐᑎᒐᐅᔪᒥ, 

ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᓪᓗᑕ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᓇᑕ -

ᓕᒫᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᔮᔮ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᖃᕆᐊᖅᑐᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖃᑕᐅᔪᓂ 

2002−ᒥ. 

ᐋᑐᕚᒥ, ᓄᑲᖅᖠᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ ᓄᑲᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᑲᑎᑎᑕᐅ -

ᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᕕᐅᕋ ᐸᓇᒃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥ, ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ. 

ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐃᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ, ᔭᐃᓴᓐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑯᕆᔅ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ ᐊᔮᔮᒥ 

ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖃᑕᐅᔪᓂ. ᔭᐃᓴᓐ ᓅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᔮᔮ 

ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 12−ᓄᑦ. ᓯᑏᕙᓐ ᐃᕐᓂᖓ, ᑕᐃᓗᕐ ᕌᐳᑦᔅ, ᒫᓐᓇ 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒪᓂᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ 

ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᐅᕗᖅ. ᐸᓂᒐ, ᔫᓕᐊ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᓐᐸᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ 

ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᓱᒃᑲᐃᑦᑐᒥ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚ -

ᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᒧᙵᖅᑕᐅᕙᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑐᓱᐃᔨᐅᔪᒥ 

ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᕆᔭᖓᓐᓂ, ᓯᕗᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᖕᒥ 

ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᓄᑦ 

ᐊᕕᒃᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃ ᓄᓇᕕᖕᒧᑦ. 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᐅᓯᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 

ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᔨᒻ ᐱᐅᓪᒧᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᑦᑕᐅᖅ 

ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᓕ 

ᑰᕕᓐ, ᒫᑎᐅ ᔅᐸᓐᔅ, ᑖᑦ ᕕᖠᑉᔅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒍᕋᒡ ᑰᓪᒥᓐ. ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᕐᓂ -

ᐅᓂᖅᓴᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕋᒥ 2021−ᒥ, ᔨᒻ 

ᐱᓕᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓪᓗᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓖᓴ 

ᒋᕈᕆᒍᐊᒥ, ᐹᑐᕆᓯᐊ ᓚᐃᑦᕗᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑯᐊᕆ ᓚᕌᒃᒥ. 

ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᐊᔪᙱᑦᑐᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ, ᓲᕐᓗ 

ᓯᐊᕋ ᕌᑦᔪᔅ, ᔭᐃᓐ ᔪᐊᔾ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒥᓱᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᓗᖕᓂ. ᐊᒥᓱᓂ 

ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᓂ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᕗᑦ 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ. ᐊᖅᓵᖅᑕᐅᒐᔪᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 

ᒐᕙᒪᐅᔪᓂ, ᐅᐸᒃᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ 

ᑮᓇᐅᔾᔭᒃᓴᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᑦᑐᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂ/ᓂᖏᐅᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂ 

ᓄᖅᑲᕈᑎᒃᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ. ᐊᑕᐊᓯᐊᖅᑐᒥ, ᑎᑎᕋᕈᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ 

“CBCᕝᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓᓂ” 

ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᑦᑕ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ. 

ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᕐᔪᐊᖅᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᓴᙱᔪᒥ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋ -

ᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ, ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᐊᔪᙱᕐᔪᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᑐᑭᓕᐅᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ 

ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᕐᔪᐊᖅᑐᓂ, ᓲᕐᓗ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᑐᑭᓕᐅᕆᔨᐅᔪᒥ ᐸᐃᓱᓪ ᑭᑉᓚᑰᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨ -

ᐅᔪᓂ ᕇᐱᑲ ᐊᕙ, ᐊᐃᑏ ᐋᑲᕚᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᓕᐊᕋ ᑰᓕᑦ. 

ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᒪᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ, ᓲᕐᓗ 

ᔮᓐ ᐊᒪᕈᐊᓕᒃ (ᑎᕆᖅᑯᑯᓗᒐ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ), ᑭᐊᓐ ᕼᐋᐳᕐ 

(ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ), ᐊᒻᒪ ᕋᐃᑦᔪᓪ ᕿᑦᓱᐊᓕᒃ-ᑎᓐᔅᓕ. ᐊᒻᒪ ᓲᖃᐃᒻᒪ, 

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᓗᒃᑐᒃ 

ᐊᐃᐱᓕ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᐃᓚ ᕿᓪᓚᖅ ᒪᓕᒃᑐᒥ ᑐᒥᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᔨᒻ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ HTML−ᒥ — ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕙᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᖕᓂ — ᓴᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᑦᑎᓐᓂ 

1993−ᒥ. ᐅᓪᓗᒥ, ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᖅᑎᐅᕗᖅ 

ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑕᑖᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᕐᔪᐊᖅᑐᓂ 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓵᓚᖃᒐᔪᒃᑐᓂ 

ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᓂ. ᕿᑎᐊᓂ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ ᐱᓕᐊᓐᓂ 

ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐳᓚᕋᖃᑦᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ. 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒐᓴᓂ, ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᖅ ᓱᒃᑲᐃᑦᑐᒥ ᓱᖏᐅᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 

ᐊᑐᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ. ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑭᑦᑐᕋᐅᑎᓂᖃᙱᓐᓂᕐᒥ, 

ᐊᑭᑦᑐᕋᐅᑎᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ. ᓯᕗᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ 

ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᖅᑎᓚᐅᖅᐸᕗᑦ. ᒥᓂᔅᑕᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᕗᓕᐅᖅᑏᑦ 

ᓄᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᐳᑦ. ᑐᒃᓯᕋᕐᕕᐅᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑰᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓵᕆ -

ᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᓂᐊᕐᓂᕋᐃᓪᓗᑎᒃ. ᒪᓕᒐᑎᒍᑦ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᓂ 

ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑦᑎᒐᔪᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ. ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᕙᓐᓄᑦ 

ᐅᖃᓗᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓵᕆᓇᓱᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃ -

ᕈᓐᓃᖅᑎᑦᑎ ᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ. 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒐᓴᓄᑦ ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᒃᐳᖓ ᐱᓛᖑᔪᒥ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 

ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᐅᖓᕙᕆᐊᖅᓯᒪᙱᓛᑦ, ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᕗᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒥ 

ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᙵᕕᐅᕗᖅ ᐊᔪᖏᓐᓂᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᐱᐅᔪᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᐅᔪᒥ. ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᔾᓘᓐᓃᑦ. ᓄᓇᕕᖕᒥᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ . 

ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19−ᒥ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, 

ᐸᐃᑉᐹᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖁᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ. ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐱᐅᐸᓗᒃᑐᒥ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᒃᑰᕋᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 

ᑐᑭᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑐᓂᓯᑲᐅᑎᒋᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᑎᑦᑎᓂᓐᓂ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᒃᓴᓂ 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᕐᙲᓇᑲᐅᑎᒋ. ᐱᔪᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈ -

ᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᑕᐅᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂ ᐸᐃᑉᐹᒥ, ᑕᐅᑐᒃᖢᒍ 

ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑎᑎᕋᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᓯᔭᐅᓂᖓᓐᓂ, ᐊᓯᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᖅ. 

ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᖅ ᑭᓱᒥᒃ ᓇᒃᓴᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸ? ᕙᐃᔅᐳᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒎᒍᓪ 

ᐅᐸᒃᑎᑦᑎᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᑦ ᒪᓂᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂ 

ᕿᒪᐃᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ. 

ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᐸᒃᑐᓂ, 

ᓵᙵᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ, ᐃᔅᓴᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᐸᒃᑐᓂ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᒻᒥᒃᑰᖅᑐᓂ 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐊᓯᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᓕᒫᒥ. 

ᓂᕆᐅᖕᓂᖃᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᖓ. ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 

50−ᓄᑦ — ᑲᒪᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᕐᔪᐊᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᓄᓇᕗᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕕᒃ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕋᔭᙱᓚᑦ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᙱᓪᓗᑎᒃ. ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᖃᖅᖢᑕ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ, 

ᐃᒻᒪᖄ ᑕᑯᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒃᑲᓐᓂᒃᓂ 50−ᓂ. 

ᐅᓇ ᒪᕐᕈᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᒪᕐᕈᐃᓕᖓᔪᒥ−ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅ>ᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ, 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔪᒥᒃ 50−ᖓᓂ ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓐᓂᖅᓯᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ 2023−ᒥ. 

ᒪᐃᑯᓪ ᕌᐳᑦᔅ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎᐅᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ 
 ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ.

ᐊᑯᓂᐊᓗᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓂᕐᒥ – ᐃᓚᖓ 2 
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Michael Roberts, Publisher 

 

Nunatsiaq News was for sale in 1985. Monica 
Connolly, the owner and publisher, had decided 

to move from Iqaluit. We met her broker in Montreal 
and were served an elegant lunch of smoked char 
and a glass of Chardonnay. We shook hands on a 
deal. 

We then dealt with Nunasi Corporation, which 
would become 51 per cent owner. The board 
resolved to never interfere with editorial 
decisions. We published a full-page ad 
committing to that decision. 

I flew to Iqaluit to find that the operation 
was quite a bit less elegant than lunch. 

Nunatsiaq News was housed in an old 
“matchbox” house, 512 square feet. Half the 
office was filled with a Gestetner printer, 
which emitted foul fumes of ink and oil. A 
space heater added to the atmosphere. The air 
was blue with cigarette smoke. In the corner, 
the toilet was a honey bucket closed off with a 
shower curtain. 

I met Jim Bell and Bill McConkey. Both 
would work for the paper for nearly four 
decades. I mapped out my vision for the 
future. They weren’t impressed. Many years 
later, I learned that they named the new 
owners after Star Wars characters. My name 
was Luke Skywalker, after my grandiose ideas. 
When we finally got a phone system, Bill 
would transfer my calls to Jim with, “Luke on 
line one.” 

The local Iqaluit newspaper printed 800 
copies each week with typewritten English 
and handwritten syllabics on legal-sized paper. 

Financed by a grant and loans, we moved 
typesetting equipment to Iqaluit and housed it 
in a trailer, with extension cords from our 
office shack. That was fine until spring, when 
the melted snow on the roof flooded the trailer 
and equipment. 

We converted the paper to a tabloid with 
typeset English and Inuktitut, and started 
printing on newsprint in the south. First Air 
started flying and airfares, temporarily, 
dropped to $99 one way. Many was the time 
that airplanes were held on the tarmac waiting 
for the newspaper artwork. 

We soon had our first financial crisis. The 
Tunngavik Federation walked away from land 
claims negotiations as the feds wouldn’t negotiate a 
territory of Nunavut. Nunasi was backed by future 
land claims funds. They were instructed to divest all 
startups. We bought back their shares, laid off staff, 
and cut back plans. 

This was by no means the last financial crisis. 
They followed a familiar pattern of expense cuts, 
loans from shareholders, and pledging personal 
assets to allow the company to survive. Publishing 
is not for the faint of heart. 

We moved into expansive modern offices over -
looking the bay in what was then called the Royal 
Bank building. We had a darkroom, equipment, 
phone lines, a fax machine and all the modern 
conveniences. 

In 1988, my brother Steven and his wife, 
Roberta, moved to Iqaluit. He took on the role of 
publisher and supervised a staff which peaked at 
17: editors, ad sales, reporters, translators, 
typesetters and production artists. He lived in 

Iqaluit for 14 years with his family. 
Those years included numerous milestone 

events. Steven was a founder of the Baffin (now 
Nunavut) Trade Show, a member of the Iqaluit for 
Capital Committee, and publisher of special 
publica tions to mark the creation of Nunavut. 
Roberta did groundbreaking work in educational 
publishing. 

We published Arctic Circle magazine, created the 
Nunavut Handbook, expanded our educational 

publishing across Canada, and formed Ayaya 
Communications & Marketing with Inuit 
shareholders in 2002. 

In Ottawa, my youngest brother David married 
the late Vera Panaktak from Cambridge Bay. They 
had two boys, Jason and Chris, both of whom are 
Ayaya shareholders. Jason moved to Iqaluit after 
Ayaya was formed and worked there for 12 years. 
He moved back in 2023 with his family and is now 
managing director director of Ayaya. 

Steven’s son, Taylor Roberts, is now Nunatsiaq 
News’ advertising sales manager. My daughter, 
Julia, works for the companies today and was 
named assistant publisher of Nunatsiaq News ear-
lier this year. 

Nunatsiaq News gradually expanded its 
circulation and editorial coverage, first to the other 

Baffin communities, then to the Kivalliq and 
Kitikmeot regions, and finally to Nunavik. 

Our journalism improved, mostly under Jim 
Bell, but also under a succession of other editors 
including Kelly Curwin, Matthew Spence, Todd 
Phillips and Greg Coleman. In more recent years, 
until his death in 2021, Jim worked as a contributing 
editor with Lisa Gregoire, Patricia Lightfoot and 
Corey Larocque. 

We have had many stellar reporters, such as 
Sarah Rogers, Jane George and many others. 
Dozens of young journalists have made their 
mark at Nunatsiaq News. They are often 
poached by government, lured by higher 
salaries and pensions. At one point, I wanted 
to post a “CBC Human Resources Dept.” sign 
outside our office. 

We’ve played a strong role in publishing 
Inuktitut, with many talented translators and 
Inuktitut experts, like long-term translator 
Basil Kiblakoot, and Inuktitut editors Rebecca 
Awa, Itee Akavak, and Clara Kolit. 

And we’ve had amazing columnists, like 
John Amagoalik (My Little Corner of 
Canada), Kenn Harper (Taissumani), and 
Rachel Qitsualik-Tinsley. And of course, the 
first Inuk cartoonist Alootook Ipellie, and 
Ayla Kreelak following in his steps today. 

Jim learned HTML — a  machine 
language that runs websites — on his own 
and launched our first website in 1993. 
Today, it’s an award-winning website filled 
with outstanding journalism that routinely 
cleans up at awards ceremonies. Between two 
and three million people visit our website 
each year. 

Over the years, the community gradually 
got used to our role. With no official 
Opposition, we stated opposing views. We 
held leaders responsible. Ministers and 
leaders have resigned. We’ve had requests to 
airlift reporters out of town due to threats of 
physical violence. Legal letters were routine. 
I’ve had government ministers call me to 
threaten financial ruin. 

But over the years I believe most, except 
the most regressive, understand that journa -
lism is a foundation of democracy and good 

government. Even in Nunavut. Even in Nunavik. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, we stopped 

printing. The rollout of decent internet across the 
North means we can deliver the news instantly. The 
appetite for week-old news on paper, given the time 
it takes for production, printing and air freight, is 
disappearing. 

We resumed publishing a print edition in March. 
What will the future bring? Facebook and 

Google are luring advertising dollars away from 
community newspapers. The other northern 
newspapers, facing failure, have been absorbed by 
newspaper chains. Independent newspapers are 
disappearing across Canada. 

I have to be optimistic. We have published for  
50 years — a remarkable milestone. 

Nunavut and Nunavik can’t afford to be without 
Nunatsiaq News. With support from the 
community, perhaps we’ll see another 50 years. 

This is the second of a two-part story about the 
history of Nunatsiaq News, which is marking its 50th 
anniversary in 2023. 

Michael Roberts is the publisher of Nunatsiaq News.

The long journey to publish Nunatsiaq News 
A personal recollection – part 2 

 

Nunatext’s purchase of Nunatsiaq News got lots of coverage 
in other media, such as this 1985 article in the Ottawa 
Citizen. (Image courtesy of Michael Roberts) Nunatext-ᑯᑦ 
ᓂᐅᕕᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᕐᔪ  ᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᓯᐊᒻᒪᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᓂ, ᓲᕐᓗ ᐆᒥᖓ 1985-ᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
Ottawa Citizen-ᒥ. (ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᒪᐃᑯᓪ ᕌᐳᑦᔅᒧᑦ)



David Lochead 

 

Government of Nunavut archivist Edward 
Atkinson says he could not leave any of the 10 

boxes of material on the North from Jim Bell out of 
the territorial archives. 

“From box one to 10, it’s all very rich,” Atkinson 
said. 

Last November, 35 years’ worth of work and 
personal material from Bell, the longtime Nunatsiaq 
News editor and reporter, was donated to the 
Government of Nunavut archives. 

That includes published stories, photos, copies 
of news bulletins, and even poems. 

Bell died from cancer in August 2021 at the age 
of 69. 

In an interview, Atkinson said Bell represents 
Nunavut not only as an editor and reporter but also 
“just as a writer and composer of material.” 

Bell’s writing and other items that were archived 
encompass four decades of eastern Arctic area 
history, with themes such as Inuit social justice and 
political development. 

Specific documents or events covered in Bell’s 
archives include material on the early land-claims 
process, as well as the Government of Canada’s 
relocation of Inuit to the High Arctic in the 1950s. 

Some of the stories Bell appeared to take a 
special interest in included the design of the 
Nunavut Court of Justice and Nunavut’s education 
system, Atkinson said. 

Bell’s archived work also includes photos of 
important figures, including Peter Ittinuar, the first 
Inuk member of Parliament; Jose Kusugak, a teacher 
and broadcaster who played a role in the creation of 
Nunavut; and John Amagoalik, who was among the 

first politicians to call for the creation of Nunavut. 
A popular figure among Bell’s photos was Bryan 

Pearson, the first mayor of Iqaluit, then known as 
Frobisher Bay. 

“Pearson was a larger-than-life character,” 
Atkinson said. 

Other photos show important political events, 
such as elections for Inuit birthright corporations. 

There were also photos of Turquetil Hall, the 
residential school Inuit attended in Chesterfield 
Inlet, as well as photos from a reunion of students 
from that school, which was held in 2009. 

Atkinson said a specific piece of Bell’s work that 
struck him was a large report on housing from 1991 
titled Assignment to Nortext, which is the parent 
company of Nunatsiaq News. 

Atkinson said the report traced how, before 
housing programs, Inuit used to own their homes, 
whether they were tents, qarmaqs or igloos. 

It covered housing programs up until 1991, such 
as rent-to-own settlement-era programs and the 
founding of the Northwest Territories Housing 
Corp. 

That report is important, Atkinson said, because 
it documents the gradual evolution of housing 
administration in the land that became Nunavut. 

The work archived from Bell not only includes 
reporting, there’s poetry as well. Bell also taught 
journalism at Nunavut Arctic College. Notes from 
his classes are included too. 

Some of the archived works, such as his photos, 
are prints and are in the process of being digitized, 
Atkinson said. 

He said Bell’s private collection of documents 
complement the historical files available from the 
Government of Nunavut. 
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Former editor’s work preserved in GN archives 
Archivist says Jim Bell’s materials range from news stories, photos to poetry 

The archived documents of Jim Bell, pictured here in a file 
photo, include material that covers the history of the 
eastern Arctic and Nunavut, such as the early land claims 
process and High Arctic relocation, territorial archivist 
Edward Atkinson told Nunatsiaq News. Bell was a longtime 
editor and reporter for Nunatsiaq News. (File photo by Sarah 
Rogers) ᑲᑎᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᕕᓂᖏᑦ ᔨᒻ ᐱᐊᓪ, ᐅᕙᓂ 
ᐊᔾᔨᖃᕐᑐᖅ, ᒪᑯᓂᖓ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᖅᑑᑉ ᑲᓇᖕᓇᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᒃ, ᓲᕐᓗ ᓄᓇᑖᕋᓱᒃᐸᓪᓕ -
ᐊᓕᕐᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔾᔪᑎᕕᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓄᒃᑎᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᕕᓂᕐᓂᒃ, ᐅᓇ ᓄᓇᕗᒧᑦ ᑲᑎᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᒃ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᓕᒃ ᐃᐊᕗᑦ ᐋᑦᑭᓐᓴᓐ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ. 
ᐱᐊᓪ ᐊᑯᓂᐊᓗᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ. (ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᖁᑎᖓ ᓴᐃᕋ ᕌᔾᔪᔅ)



Patricia Lightfoot 
Special to Nunatsiaq News 

 

Congratulations to the publisher and staff of 
Nunatsiaq News on this impressive anniversary. 

It’s the result of many years of hard work by a 
dedicated team. And I know that, from my tenure a 
few years ago as managing editor of the paper. 

When I started, I was struck by the seemingly 
chaotic waterfall of emails early each day in which 
the reporters and editors said what they were 
working on, might work on, or did not want to 
work on. 

The emails all seemed to arrive at once and 
discussions happened very quickly, sometimes 
when I was busy with another task. It was like 
trying to direct an elaborate folk dance that was 
unfamiliar to me, or a team game with bats and 
balls and people running in all directions at once. 

In time, things got better. I learned more about 
our reporting area — Nunavut, Nunavik and the 
southern-based Inuit communities in Ottawa and 
Montreal — and I gained an understanding of the 
team’s dynamics. The introduction of weekly team 
meetings by teleconference, twice-daily check-ins 
through the Slack app and regularly picking up the 
phone to chat also helped. 

I wrote some stories, I did a lot of editing and 
setting the direction for the paper, I worked with 
former web editor John Thompson to train and 
develop new reporters, and I prepared the weekly 
print edition, which, when COVID-19 hit, became 
the e-edition for a time. 

I worked on projects such as the much-needed 
upgrade to the paper’s website, which as well as 
being more attractive to readers was more usable 
for staff. This was a big win for the news team; no 
more finding that a story had been edited by two 
people at the same time. 

I did myriad administrative tasks: hurrying 
down to the vehicle licensing office in Iqaluit more 
than once to buy stickers for the Nunatsiaq vehicles; 
buying furniture for the staff apartment; and trying, 
unsuccessfully, to find more staff housing. 

I appreciated the work my colleagues did. We all 
need access to news that isn’t just sound bites or 
conjecture, and Nunatsiaq News provides that. 

One example is the paper’s weekly reporting on 
city council in Iqaluit. It may seem less glamorous 
than, say, reporting on a meeting of the Arctic 
Council in Reykjavik, but decisions made at the 
municipal level, wherever we live, tend to have a 
much greater effect on our lives. 

In addition to the day-to-day reporting of the 

news, my colleagues were willing to wade through 
massive reports to pull out the relevant information 
that often did not appear in a convenient executive 
summary. 

To my mind, this is really useful information to 
readers, who will not have the time, energy or 
background knowledge to do these things. The late 
Jim Bell was certainly a master at these activities. I 
imagine few people knew more about the telecom 
business in Nunavut or the phases of the expansion, 
both accomplished and desired, of Baffinland’s 
Mary River iron mine. 

Looking back, I recall my colleagues’ excitement 
when the Nunavut legislature was in session, the 
sense that now we could really get down to work 
after the news doldrums of January or summer, and 
my surprise at how intimate the legislature is; you 
can sit just a few feet behind the MLAs. 

In contrast, I recall being impressed by the 
imposing size of a polar bear hide stretched on a 
frame outside a house near to the office; it really 
gave me a chilling sense of what it might be like to 
encounter such a beast. 

Also, less gloriously on my first visit to Iqaluit, I 
got locked out of my homestay after an evening at 
the Legion and had to call one of the reporters, 
whom I had only recently met, to help me with a 
keypad that was barely functioning in the cold. 

I remember news gathering in action by former 
reporter Beth Brown in August 2018. She called 
saying she was running down to the beach, wearing 
rubber boots and with a handful of cash to pay 
someone with a boat to take her to see the bowhead 
whale that had just been harvested in Iqaluit, the 
first in seven years. 

I enjoyed coffee and baked goods at the Black 
Heart Café many times, and certainly after the time 
when I put one of the Nortext cars into the ditch in 

the parking lot at Sylvia Grinnell Territorial Park 
one spring. 

That same day, I recall attending the first 
Floechella, listening to Riit on the sea ice during 
Nunavut Music Week in 2019 with newly arrived 
reporter Emma Tranter. 

A related event, which I particularly enjoyed 
writing about, was CBC radio q’s recording of a 
show at Inuksuk High School in Iqaluit, featuring 
the talents of Riit, the Jerry Cans and Josh Q among 
others. There is such a depth of artistic talent in the 
North. 

We took the opportunity at the paper to 
highlight the talents of Nunavummiut in various 
fields in our special issue in 2019 to mark Nunavut’s 
20th anniversary. 

I’m still proud of this project, which I feel was 
very much a celebration of the territory. The issue 
featured a stellar array of contributors who shared 
their thoughts and knowledge about such diverse 
topics as the need for self-determination, the 
economy, the education system and the arts. 

Nunavut is blessed with both natural beauty 
and great photographers, some of whose work 
illustrated the issue, prominent among which was 
the cover photo by David Kilabuk of children taking 
selfies on Mount Duval in Pangnirtung with the 
fiord and Auyuittuq National Park behind them. 
Our in-house design team of Andrea Gray and 
Krista Klassen wrapped all the elements together in 
a beautiful layout. 

I thank the publisher, Michael Roberts, for an 
extraordinary opportunity that turned my world 
upside down in the best possible way, and I thank 
my colleagues for their kindness and their support 
of an editor new to the Arctic. 

I wish Nunatsiaq News many more busy and 
productive years!

Congratulations on a half-century of Nunatsiaq News 

Former editor Patricia Lightfoot reminisces about her time at the paper

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂᒃ 50ᓂ  |  ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 15, 2023 11

A raven flies by as former Nunatsiaq News editor Patricia Lightfoot walks to work in March 2018. The Nunatsiaq News office 
is in the blue building. (Photo by Patricia Lightfoot)

Iqaluit residents work together to help butcher a bowhead 
whale in August 2018. (File photo)
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Makivvik Corp. president 
Pita Aatami, right, stops by 
the Nunatsiaq News booth 

at the Northern Lights 
conference and trade show 
Feb. 11 in Ottawa to offer 
publisher Michael Roberts 

congratulations on the 
newspaper’s 50th 

anniversary. Nunatsiaq 
News began in 1973 as a 

newsletter called Inukshuk.   

(Photo by Julia Roberts) 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

YYIN JUL

its 10 y
urucraP national T

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

rsujuq

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

TParc national 
fof

éthe Qu

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
T

Le parc national T
le 10e anniversaire d
EN JUILLET 2013, en colla
régionale Kativik, Umiujaq,
le gouvernement du Québec
Pour marquer la création du

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

TTuursujuq célèbre 
de sa création
aboration avec l’Administration 
, Inukjuak, Kuujjuaraapik et Wha
c a offfficiellement créé le parc nat

Tu parc national Tuursujuq, des célé

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

apmagoostui,
tional Tursujuq. 
ébrations seront organisées

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

q
dans le parc et dans les colle
Whapmagoostui au cours de

ᔪ

ᐅ

ᓱᓕᔪᕐᑎᒍᑦ ᐃᓂᓪᓓᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᒻᒪᑦ

ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓂᕐᓯᐅᓃᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᑕᐅᓛᕐᑐ

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

     

   

     

     

     

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

www.nunavikparks.ca

p j q, g
ectivités hôtes d’Umiujaq, de Kuujjuaraapik et de
e la saison estivale.
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Makivvik president congratulates Nunatsiaq News on 50 years



Gord Howard 

 

It all started with Alootook Ipellie’s idea. It was 
Ipellie who, back in July 1976, won 50 bucks and  

a lifetime subscription to this newspaper by sub -
mitting the winning entry in a contest to rename 
Inukshuk, the newsletter that had been started three 
years earlier to report the news from what is now 
Nunavut territory. 

You’ve probably guessed that Ipellie’s winning 
suggestion, selected from more than 40 entries, was 
to rename the paper Nunatsiaq News. 

The name stuck, and so did the newspaper: 
Nunatsiaq News has grown a lot from its days as  
a newsletter that was printed on a photocopier out 
of a tiny office in Frobisher Bay, now Iqaluit. 

This year, the paper is celebrating 50 years in 
business. 

The contest judges made a wise choice back 
then: As they noted on June 30, 1976, in a front  
page story announcing the new title would come 
into effect a week later, on July 7: “Nunatsiaq 
(pronounced Noo-nat-see-ak) means ‘Beautiful 
Land’ and is used to describe the area of the 
Northwest Territories above the tree-line.” 

“Nunatsiaq was what the North was called. It 
means beautiful land. It sure is,” said Monica 
Connolly, who was the first editor of the newly 
named Nunatsiaq News. 

Connolly worked as a reporter for the original 
Inukshuk newsletter, which was formed in 1973. She 

led the formation of a private company, Frobisher 
Press Ltd., that bought the newsletter in 1976. 

However, the outgoing volunteer community 
board that operated Inukshuk wanted a clean break 
between it and the new owners, so Frobisher Press 
agreed to rename it. 

And through the contest, it became Nunatsiaq 
News. 

Back then, the dream of creating a new territory 
from the eastern side of Northwest Territories was 
still just that, a dream, however the name Nunavut 
was catching on in the 1970s, Connolly remembers. 

“Nunatsiaq was less political and very attrac -
tive,” she said, plus it was “highly complimentary” 

to the land, which the Oshawa, Ont., woman had 
grown to love. 

“It indicated we were in favour of the split, but 
we weren’t a paper that was tied to the split,” she 
said. 

Frobisher Press Ltd. held onto the paper for 
another nine years before selling it to what’s now 
Nortext Publishing Corp., which continues to 
operate Nunatsiaq News today. 

“By the time we acquired Nunatsiaq News in 
1985, the name had been used for almost a decade,” 
said publisher Michael Roberts. 

“And we didn’t consider naming it after 
Nunavut as we were already considering expanding 
coverage and distribution into Nunavik.” 

Do a Google search of the word "Nunatsiaq" and 
pretty much all that comes up is a link to the 
Nunatsiaq News website and social media pages. 
Roberts said, “it has become a household brand in 
the North, where the paper is usually called 
Nunatsiaq, not Nunatsiaq News.” 

In Inuktitut, the word Nunatsiaq was also used 
to describe the land even before Nunavut was 
officially created in 1999. 

“Yes, Nunatsiaq used to be used as Inuktut for 
then-N.W.T.,” said Paul Quassa, a member of Iqaluit 
city council. “The word actually means the beautiful 
land, or a beautiful place to camp. 

“As Inuit, we still use the term nunatsiaq when 
referring to a place where it is good for camping.” 

— With files from Corey Larocque 

A new owner, a contest, and Nunatsiaq News was born 
Originally a newsletter called Inukshuk, newspaper marks 50 years covering the North in 2023 
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Some of the earliest editions of Nunatsiaq News, which was 
originally founded as the Inukshuk newsletter. (Photos 
courtesy of Library and Archives Canada) ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖑᕙ -
ᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐅᕘᓇ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂ, ᑖᓐᓇ 
ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ. (ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᑦ 
ᐅᕙᙵᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖃᕐᕕᒃᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᑎᕐᓱᒐᕐᓂᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ)

By ᒍᐊᑦ ᕼᐋᐅᕙᑦ 

 

ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐋᕐᓗᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᐃᐱᓕᐅᑉ  

ᐃᓱᒪᖓᓂ. 

ᐊᐃᐱᓕᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ ᔪᓚᐃ 1976-ᒥ 

ᓵᓚᒃᓴᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ $50.00-ᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂ ᐃᓅᓯᓕᒫᖓᓂ 

ᑐᓂᔭᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᕐᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᓄᑖᒥ 

ᐊᑎᖅᑖᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᒃᖢᑎᒃ ᐆᒥᖓ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃᒥ, ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕈᑎ 

ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᕕᓂᖅ 1973-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᖢᑎᒃ 

ᒫᓐᓇ ᓄᓇᕘᓕᖅᑐᒥᒃ. 

ᖃᐅᔨᔪᒃᓴᐅᕗᑎ ᐊᐃᐱᓕᐅᑉ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᓚᐅᕐᑕᖓᓂᒃ, 

ᓂᕈᐊᕆᔭᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ 40 ᐅᖓᑖᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᒃᑐᓂᒃ, ᐆᒥᖓ 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᕕᒃ ᐊᓯᐊᓂᒃ ᐊᑎᖅᑖᖅᑎᑕᐅᓇᓱᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐆᒥᖓ 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ. 

ᐅᓇ ᐊᑎᖓ ᐊᑎᕇᓐᓇᓕᖅᑕᖓ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑖᓐᓇ ᐱᑕᖃᐃᓐᓇ -

ᓕᖅᖢᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕈᑎ: ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ 

ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓯᒪᓪᓚᕆᖕᒪᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᕕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᓄᖅᑐᓕ -

ᐅᕈᑎᓐ ᐊᑐᖅᐸᒃᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᖓᓂᒃ. 

ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ ᑖᓐᓇ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕈᑎ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᕐᒪᑦ 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ 50-ᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᖓᓂᒃ. 

ᓵᓚᒃᓴᕋᓱᒃᑐᓂ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔩᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᐊᓘᓚ -

ᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ: ᑖᔅᓱᒥᖓ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᔫᓂ 30, 1976-ᒥ, 

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᑖᔅᓱᒪ ᓄᑖᖅ ᐊᑎᕆᓂ -

 ᐊᖅᑕᖓ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᕐᒥ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐊᑐᓕᓛᕐᓗᓂ ᔪᓚᐃ 7-ᒥ: 

“ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑐᑭᖃᖅᑐᖅ ‘ᓄᓇ ᐱᐅᔪᐊᓗᒃ’ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅ 

ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᖢᓂ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ ᓇᐹᖅᑐᓕᐅᑉ 

ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂᒃ.” 

“ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅᒥ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᕙᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᖕᒪᑦ. ᑐᑭᖃᖅᑐᖅ 

|ᐱᐅᔪᐊᓗᒃ ᓄᓇ. ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ,” ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ ᒫᓂᑲ ᑲᓈᓕ, ᑖᓐᓇ 

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᒥ 

ᐊᑎᖃᓕᓵᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐊᐱᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓵᖅᑐᒥᓐ. 

ᑳᓇᓕ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑖᓐᓇ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᑰᓪᓗᓂ 1973-ᒥ. 

ᑖᓐᓇ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᕙᓪᓕᐊᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 

ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᒥᒃ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒥ ᐆᒥᖓ ᕗᕉᐱᓱ ᐳᕋᔅ ᓕᒥᑎᑦ 

(Frobisher Press Ltd.), ᑖᒃᑯᐊᓗ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᖢᑎᒃ 

ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᕕᒃ 1976-ᒥ. 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ, ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔪᑦ 

ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃᒥ ᓄᑖᓂ ᐱᖃᓕᕐᑐᓂ ᐊᒃᑐᐊᔪᒪᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᑖᔅᓱᒥᖓ 

ᐊᒻᒪ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᓕᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᑕᐃᒪᓕ ᕗᕉᐱᓱ ᐳᕋᔅ ᐊᓯᐊᓂᒃ 

ᐊᑎᖅᑖᖁᔭᐅᖕᒪ ᐊᖏᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ. 

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᕋᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑎᖃᓕᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ. 

ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂᓕ, ᓄᑖᒥ ᑎᐅᕆᑖᕋᓱᖕᓂ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᑉ 

ᑲᓇᖕᓇᖓᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᖕᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᖕᒪ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ  

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓕᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᖕᒪᑦ 1970-

ᖏᓐᓃᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑳᓇᓕ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔪᖅ. 

“ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᕆᔨᓅᙱᓐᓂᕐᓴᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᖕᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᑕᑯᔪᒥᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅᖢᓂ,” ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ “ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑎᑦᑎᑦᑎ -

ᐊᖅᖢᓂ” ᓄᓇᒥ, ᑖᔅᓱᒪᓗ ᐋᓱᕚ, ᐋᓐᑎᐅᕆᐅᒥᐅᑕᕕᓂᐅᑉ 

ᐅᖓᒋᓕᕐᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ. 

“ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᖕᒪᑦ ᐊᕕᒍᒪᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᓂᕈᐊᕐᓯᒪ -

ᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂᒃ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᐊᕕᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᖃᓚ -

ᐅᕐᓯᒪᙱᓐᓇᑦᑕ,” ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ. 

ᕗᕉᐱᓱ ᐳᕋᔅ ᓕᒥᑎᑦᑯᑦ ᑖᔅᓱᒥᖓ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕈᑎᒥ 

ᐱᓯᒪᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓐᓴᒍ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ 

ᓄᐊᑕᒃᔅᑯᓐᓄᑦ, ᑖᒃᑯᐊᓗ ᒫᓐᓇ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᒃ 

ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓪᓗᑎ ᓱᓕ ᒫᓐᓇᒧᑦ. 

“ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔭᕗᑦ 1985-ᒥ 

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑖᓐᓇ ᐊᑎᖓ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕌᓂᒃᓯᒪᓕᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑲᓴᖕᓂ 

ᖁᓕᓂᒃ,” ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᔨ ᒪᐃᑯᓪ ᕌᐳᑦᔅ. 

“ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑎᖓ ᐊᓯᙳᖅᑎᑦᑐᒪᙱᖢᑎᒍ ᓄᓇᕗᒧᑦ ᓲᖃᐃᒻᒪ 

ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓯᒪᓕᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᒐᑦᑕ ᐅᓄᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂ -

ᕈᒪᓪᓗᑕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒧᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕐᓗᑕ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ.” 

ᒎᒍᓗᓂ ᐅᓇ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅ ‘ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ’ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑭᓱᓕᒫᐸᓗᐃᑦ 

ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᖅᑭ -

ᔮᒐᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂᒃ. ᕌᐳᑦᔅ ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ “ᐅᓇ ᑭᒃᑯᓕ -

ᒫᓄᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᓕᕐᒪᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᖅᑐᕐᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᓂᕐᓴᐅ-

ᕙᒃᖢᓂ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐅᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ.” 

ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ, ᐅᓇ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒥᖕᒪᑦ ᓄᓇᒥ 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᓪᓚᕆᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᑎᓐᓇᒍ 1999-ᒥ. 

“ᐄᓛᒃ, ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᐊᓐᑕᐸ -

ᔫᑏᒧᑦ,” ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ ᐹᓪ ᖁᐊᓴ, ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᖓᓄᑦ 

ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᖅ. “ᐅᓇ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅ ᑐᑭᖃᕐᒪᑦ ᐱᐅᔪᐊᓗᒃ ᓄᓇ, 

ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐱᐅᔪᐊᓗᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕐᕕᒋᓗᒍ. 

“ᐃᓅᓪᓗᑕ, ᐊᑐᖃᑦᑕᕋᑦᑎᒍᑦ ᓱᓕ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᖢᑕ ᐃᓂᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᕐᕕᒃᓴᑦᑎᐊᕙᖕᒥᓐ.” 

— ᐃᓚᖃᖅᖢᑎ ᑰᕆ ᓚᐅᕌᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓯᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ 

ᓄᑖᖅ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᓕᕐᑐᖅ, ᓵᓚᒃᓴᕋᓱᖕᓂᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᓗ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᕗᖅ 

ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᑎᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ, ᐅᓇ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᕕᒃ 2023-ᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ 50-ᓂ 
ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᖅᑐᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ ᐅᓂᒃᑲᐅᓯᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᖅ 
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Matt Spence 
Special to Nunatsiaq News 

 
I was happy to receive a call from the current editor 

of Nunatsiaq News to notify me that this is the 
50th anniversary of the newspaper with an offer to 
provide a bit of a retrospective from my time when I 
had the honour to be the editor. 

I had the privilege of both serving and then 
trying to fill the shoes of another editor, Kelly 
Curwin, who not only helped teach me to become a 
journalist but also took me into her house and 
contributed to the life-changing experience which 
was Iqaluit. 

There are so many things that I would talk 
about, but today life is very fleeting — we are 
bombarded with so much information each day. Life 
in 1990 was quite different: Everybody looked 
forward to the weekly paper. 

My greatest compliment was when someone 
remarked on a story I had written. Whether they 
liked the story or not, they generally wanted to 
have a rational discussion. Something that seems 
lacking today. 

I grew up in Yellowknife but I came from 
Kingston, Ont., in May 1988 after graduating from 
university. I had applied to Nunatsiaq News to 
become a local reporter. I was excited about the 
opportunity — there was lots going on. I used to 
say you could smell the potential in the air.… My 
mother had called me in Kingston to let me know 
about the job. 

That potential is still there. Nunavut weathered 
COVID-19 and there are enough jobs for everyone 
who wants to work. Mining is making a significant 
contribution, and the Government of Nunavut is 
focusing on important priorities like education and 
housing. 

Nunavut has significant social issues, but I am 
very hopeful that the investments that have been 
made will pay off in the future. 

When I showed up in May 1988, there were still 
signs of a society that had come North and 
ultimately dominated and changed the traditional 
lifestyle of the Inuit. For instance, there were signs 
in the local bar called the “Zoo” where a wall had 
divided the community along ethnic lines. The wall 
had been recently taken down, but prior to that it 

relegated the Inuit to one side while the non-
Indigenous residents had access to both sides. 

When I arrived to cover the news of the day in 
what was still N.W.T., things were beginning to 
change for the better. Negotiations for the Nunavut 
Agreement were going on and I remember 
interviewing Paul Quassa, who was the chief 
negotiator at the time. 

It was a very formative discussion because his 
vision included not only the Nunavut Agreement 
but the creation of the Nunavut territory. 

That reality happened in April 1999 and I had 
the honour of running in the inaugural election for 
the Nunavut Assembly. I had declared early, hoping 
to scare off any significant opposition. It didn’t 
work, and Paul Okalik went on to be the first 
premier of Nunavut. 

Today, the territory under the leadership of 
Premier P.J. Akeeagok is growing stronger. There are 
still problems, but we know these can be overcome 
if we all work together. 

Congratulations, Nunatsiaq News — you have 
been an important part of the solution for the past 
50 years.

Former Nunatsiaq editor  reminisces on paper’s 50th  
Matthew Spence moved to Iqaluit as a reporter in 1988; saw Nunavut become a territory 

Happy Birthday 
Nunatsiaq News! 

ᓇᓪᓕᐅᑎᑦᑎᐊᕆᑦ  
ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ! 

50
YEARS



Corey Larocque 
 

Nunatsiaq News should be the “Washington Post 
of Canada’s North,” I told a group of 

journalism students in 2021, about a year after 
becoming the managing editor of this paper. 

Many journalists have favourite news sources 
they admire and want to emulate. Our publisher 
Michael Roberts, for example, is a fan of the 
Guardian news site, something that influences the 
look of our website. 

I have long admired the Washington Post’s 
legacy — the paper whose reporting brought down 
former U.S. president Richard Nixon. Watergate was 
a watershed moment in journalism and helped 
define the role modern news media play. 

In 2017, the Post adopted the motto “Democracy 
dies in darkness.” It’s a tribute to the adage that 
“sunshine is the best disinfectant.” 

There is a lot of darkness in Canada’s North. 
It’s no secret there are social issues that 

devastate Nunavut and Nunavik. 
Suicide, sexual abuse, alcoholism and drug 

addictions. Housing, poverty and hunger. Lower 
high school graduation rates. 

They all hit differently in the North from the 
way they do in the south. The solutions need to be 
different. The discussion needs to be different. 

But if people in Nunavut and Nunavik — both 
Inuit and non-Inuit — are going to fix these 
problems, they need to talk about them, openly and 
honestly. 

Giving people the information they need in order 
to have that discussion is Nunatsiaq News’ job. 

But just about everywhere you turn, there’s 
silence from government, Inuit associations and 

other institutions. That silence is a barrier to the 
discussion that needs to take place. 

The Government of Nunavut keeps its staff on a 
short leash. The GN, which employs about 15 per 
cent of the territory’s adult population, prevents its 
employees from speaking publicly, even about 
matters that aren’t related to their jobs. 

The GN needs an “attitude change,” according 
to information and privacy commissioner Graham 
Steele, whose most recent annual report says the 
government doesn’t disclose information in accor -
dance with the territory’s access to information law. 

Nunavut Tunngavik Inc., Nunavut’s regional 
Inuit associations and Nunavik’s Makivvik Corp., 
lack the transparency their beneficiaries deserve. 

Yes, they’re accountable through public 

meetings, annual reports and elections. But very 
few people pay attention to meetings and reports, 
and voter turnout is dismal. Being more responsive 
to the news media would help their members 
understand the important business the 
organizations do. 

And neither the RCMP in Nunavut nor the 
Nunavik Police Service are as forthcoming as their 
counterparts elsewhere in Canada. 

There’s an unofficial silence that can impede the 
discussion, too. 

Inuit are often more reserved than southern, 
non-Inuit. People in both Nunavut and Nunavik  
are sometimes reluctant to stick their necks out and 
talk to reporters — on the record — about the 
problems in their communities and the solutions 
they’d like to see. 

During this paper’s 50th anniversary, previous 
editors Ann Hanson, Patricia Lightfoot and Matthew 
Spence shared their memories of working for 
Nunatsiaq News. We paid tribute to long-serving 
editor Jim Bell, who died in 2021 after decades 
guiding the paper. Former owner Monica Connolly 
and current publisher Michael Roberts recounted  
the paper’s history. 

However, sitting in the editor’s chair on the 
paper’s golden anniversary made me imagine the 
future. 

People need to be well-informed about the 
issues that affect them. That’s where Nunatsiaq 
News comes in. For 50 years, this paper has played 
the news media’s traditional role as public 
watchdog. 

My hope is that Nunatsiaq News will keep 
cutting through the silence and continue to shine a 
light into the darkness.

Shining a light to keep democracy alive 

As Nunatsiaq News celebrates 50 years, its managing editor says newspapers are essential  
to prevent readers from being left in the dark 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂᒃ 50ᓂ  |  ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 15, 2023 15

Nunatsiaq News managing editor Corey Larocque looks 
through the paper’s history at the National Archives in 
Ottawa in February. As the paper celebrates its 50th 
anniversary, Larocque says a strong newspaper has an 
important role to play in addressing challenges in the North. 
(File photo) 

1970s 1980s 1990s
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wh98x÷8 xmDDxxo4 x7ml kxmm8 9llb6
3Chx6©4 ≈8~Mc 8iixc3Nq5goEi3jj5

N8uuii{bz8i4 wclw5 vN8N6Xyzb

p7 Ws9

 cspm/sJ6 w6, wkyKowk88k5 o66tgc 88k5 w11q6 -

{bku46Ùu Z?mora9zj5, x7ml wM3tsi3j Mzz55 oo6 m44ff8k5 uii 55

6g5 ß7mtq8ChxocN ~M8J5 μcbsymuuii{bs mJ μ88 MccC o6 8ii4 x7ml

6t5ym5 yx7m6gkx6†5 kNq8whmmq8ii4 iD Ncc k5 m6 mJJi4 iD-

N5 vN5 wtQ/sJkx6 k5 wcclw 88N66Xyzi4.

5yx6g6 wwh9mkxm88 9llb6, cspm/s w11q6ts -

q81qC5n wiz k5 ttCc5b3izzk5 w1 nq8ii4 i0/sy/6†5

5b6g5 xuA4s? 4ff5, x7ml ÷8 xmDxo4, whmQ/sc uhhk5

5, bm5 x∫bQ/sJkzkcbsiK7u4 WQx6t5yymkN mc izk5 k5 m44®5

q5goEiNixczi4 ≈85y?sÔ4 wt5yZhxDm„6 mÔ w5 sz 8i c33Nq 33j5

6ym/ui{b ∑gx6 Wfu4 iDx6bsFQMs /zzi4 !(((-

at99llA.

N5 vNwwwcclw5 88N66Xyz•5g5 ixd3å6, B≈W ¿o

zi ixd3ÅyxEN5 vNx7ml b8gC ¿o¨5goμμ5 88Nz Exx2.

3wh99llb6, iDx6bsZhxEs6g6 Z?moEi3jj5,

wj5 wg6 whmQ/csc6 c33iC6gi iDx6bsZhx3i3 wcclw55

6XyzkN5 vN6g6 wzket k55, ryxio iDxMs wcclw 88N6 55

6ni4 cspm/cEMsCm xu“wh m u̇̇ i Exx5nm iDx6bs -

x6b8FQZh kk6.”

x6gu4 ww˚y33̊̊ zJ5 WNhx6bsQxø5, Wl w99l o -

M6 nx7ml wE i6 w66vNw/6goEi n66r÷DtQlxMzziC6 -

6g6 wh9g Q5, scMs 9llb6.

86gz w˚y5b6ymo1qstcw“w1 ccc o6 ẙ̊ zJ5 u5~8k5

zkii4, bwmw@#-aoo66gi4 x3ÇA3 w88izk55 whmoMs6 y -

f5,” bw4x5nxcoEWNhxEJz bmmmJ m88N Ex Ex n44f w88N scMs6g6,

5b6bq86gi s?A5 wksycsc c6 k55tg5 w1qc 8ii4,

5nChx6©8
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 problems, Ishulutak would review the I

s daunting ho help deal with Iqaluit’oToT
well-known throughout the eastern Arctic

s country-tinged ballads, which arUvagut’
about them,” he said, referring to his 
years, so I thought I would try to do some

“I’ve been singing about social issues f
Inuit, will figure largely in his campaign.
said social issues, especially housing and jo

Ishulutak, a newcomer to elected po
felt that I know more people in this riding
Iqaluit Centre, but chose Iqaluit East “beca

Ishulutak, 47, says he first consi
and the Apex Road.

alley between the seaVaTuand all of Tundra V
Iqaluit East is made up Apex, Happy V

from a riding that he easily won in 1999.
each hoping to unseat Health Minister Ed 

, arer,Amagoalik, a much-celebrated Inuit leader
songwriter with the band Uvagut, and John

-Norman Ishulutak, a well-known singer
constituency of Iqaluit East.
the hearts and minds of voters in the sprawling
dominant cabinet ministers are now battling for

s, and one of the outgoing government’r,singer
, a popular InuktitutA veteran Nunavut leader

JIM BELL

in Iqaluit East
on the health minister
Norman Ishulutak take

The last meeting
— 10NTI candidates nearly ready 
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Peterloosie’s artwork, including carvings,

jewelryy,, hunting tools and drums. (PHOTO BY

APATTRICIA D’SOUZA)
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“sfx wkw5 xg3mb W7mExl1u5 kNK7u5”

y†= g~7

wx5N wMwx{, kNK7j5 vuyNsMs6ymJ6 μ8N grosEpso6g6,

whμ¬tc6S6 sfx g~psi3j5-grosEpsi3j9l wo8ix6tsJ5

w4y¿6g5 xr5txzi wvJ6tcD8N0÷ChQ`Q9LiQ

xiAw5txD8N3ix3i3u5 wo8ix6bq8i5 wo8ixMs6t9lQ5. 

wMwx{ x7ml xuhD¬/w5 g~π5 x7m grosEπ5 kNK7u 6g5,

sXAtymK5 grosEpk5 vtmF[Jx3Nu5 wcl1i5 WNhxDy3u5

bmgmi5.

wk4g5 scs¥5 x0pŒq5b6Lt4 x7ml xgw8N6bcCi WoEc-

tŒ1i3u5 wo8ix6ymi3j 7̂mq0JtosDts/2S6 xuhk5 xiAwifk5

w6vNw÷6∫Cho6t9lQ5, wMwx{ scMs6g6 sfkz kN5yx3u5

W?9oxJk5 FKxE *-at9lA.

wMwx{ xsM5tps1m5 grosEi3j5 WoExu5 x7m

wo8ix6t5t?4Li kNK5 yM5g6n3F1u5 d[l6©6u5.

“xJD8•6nc5b6g5, ryxio wmwosc5b`Q7mb,” sc6g6,

ixduk5 t4fx6y9li g~ps2 ÍEc5b6bzi5 tE6fx•5gu5 KÎWn

gJ3uFs2 vtm=Fxi5.

“xJD8•6nc5b`Q7mb Í6ym9lt4, sc9M4X9oxJi5

grosE?9ox9lt4 r4foμi5 vtmt5tt9lQ5, s=?¬8•5

grosEc5b3i3u5 ckw5ggw8N3i5. x0pQ`Q9ME1mA WoEisJ6

scsy4f5 g4rosEpso6Li.”

grosEπ5 vt2S6 scsyc3ix6Lt4
WoExq8i5

STEVE DUCHARME

Edna Elias, former Nunavut
Commissioner and now a
freelance translator, worries
that the interpreter-transla-
tor students sitting across the
table from her won’t have
the support they need to be
successful when they gradu-
ate.

Elias, and dozens of other
interpreters and translators
from around Nunavut, are
attending a conference in
Iqaluit this week.

Inconsistent Inuktut ter-
minologies and no available
co-op work experience pro-
grams are catching many
new graduates flat-footed
when they enter the work-
force, Elias told Nunatsiaq
News Feb. 8.

Elias operates a transla-
tion business and teaches
courses at Nunavut Arctic
College in Kugluktuk.

“They do practicums, but
they don’t do this stuff,” she
said, nodding towards the
translator booth tucked away
in the corner of the Frobisher
Inn’s conference hall.

“They don’t practice in
that booth, doing simultane-
ous translation in a public
meeting, or the translitera-
tion of something. It’s a total-
ly different skill set once you
become the mouthpiece.”

Nunavut’s army of inter-
preters, the glue that keeps
the territory functioning on a

daily basis, has gathered this
week at the invitation of the
territory’s language authori-
ty, Inuit Uqausinginnik
Taiguusiliuqtiit.

The goal, over the course
of the conference this week,
was to draft a series of rec-
ommendations for the future
of the industry.

Dubbed Apqutauvugut,
or “we the path,” conference
organizers were hoping to
gather input from the trans-
lation community on the fea-
sibility of a unified writing
system for Inuktut.

According to the agenda,
delegates also intended to
review the specific needs of
the industry such as the  pos-
sibility of codified terminolo-
gy, training, ethics and cen-
tralized governance.

“Translators are extreme-
ly important. The means to
communicate from one lan-
guage to another — these
people play an extremely
important role in Nunavut,”
said IUT executive director
and Apqutauvugut emcee
Jeela Palluq-Cloutier.

Palluq-Cloutier took over
as IUT director last November
when the language authori-
ty’s well-documented failed
mandate brought about an
internal shakeup and scruti-
ny from Nunavut’s legislative
assembly.

“We thought it was high-
time to get these people

Translators meet 
to talk standards
and terminology

Retired NHLer and Montreal Canadiens star Guy Lafleur
prepares to drop the puck with Puvirnituq mayor Levi
Amarualik to local team captain Paulusi Beaulne, left, and
retired Hab John Cabot, during a friendly game Jan. 23 in
the Nunavik community. Lafleur and a group of other
retired Habs hosted a hockey clinic in Puvirnituq last
month. (PHOTO COURTESY OF BRUNO HAMEL)    

kc6ymo6g6 NHL-f8k5 B≈r6tFi6 x7m m8gEx
v•tx8{k5 Ẁ Ax6t9MEFi6 Œ MK¬3 vbwoZxK6 X4u5
Wctc6Li SF3ig6 mw/zi5 o?w xmDxo4u5
Ẁ Ax6t9lQ5 /kxE @#-u kNF4 kNozi5. MK¬3 x7m
kc6ymJ5 Ẁ Ax6tF•5 B≈2{f8k5 bys/3Jx2
y[/z•Ms6S5 wo8ix6t5t/6g6Lt4 w˚h4gi5.
Gx0posEp SÎk Bxj9H

“These people play an extremely
important role in Nunavut”

grosEπ5…4TRANSLATORS…4
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Nunavik remembers  
Inuk Korean War  

veteran 

All-women expedition to  
transit Northwest Passage 
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Jeff Pelle�er 
Local Journalism  
Ini�a�ve Reporter

With Iqaluit’s new 
deepsea port now open, 
Nunavut leaders say they 
hope to see lower prices 
for goods and faster ship-

ping service across the ter-
ritory.

The opening of the 
$84.9-million port Tues-
day afternoon was 
 celebrated with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony and 
 barbecue put on by the 
Department of Economic 

Development and Trans-
portation. 

“It is a very exciting 
day, seeing a huge im-
provement for the marine 
infrastructure side: that’s a 
milestone for this terri-
tory,” said Nunavut Min-
ister of Economic Dev - 
elopment and Transporta-
tion David Akeeagok. 

“We lack a lot of infra-
structure and this is just 
the beginning, from my 

perspective, that we need 
to see more and more.” 

The idea of building a 
deepsea port in Iqaluit 
goes back to the 1970s, 
when the federal govern-
ment studied its feasibil-
ity, but those plans all 
fizzled out. 

A proposal was put 
forward in 2005 with a 
prospective opening date 
of 2009, but that failed as 
well. 

It wasn’t until 2015 that 
funding was secured when 
the federal government — 
led by then-prime minister 
Stephen Harper — and 
Nunavut agreed, respec-
tively, to pay $63.7 million 
and $21.2 million of the 
total cost of the project. 

An NEAS Arctic Sealift 
ship — the Qamutik — 
which had been anchored 
in the bay outside of 
Iqaluit since July 19, 

docked at the port Tues-
day morning and began 
unloading goods. By late 
afternoon the ship had left 
the port. 

In addition to a dock 
for container ships, the 
port includes a ramp that 
extends into the deep 
water to allow barges to 
be loaded and to unload 
onto the shore at all times 
of the day. 

Meral Jamal 

A meeting with a federal 
mediator in Ottawa on 
July 21 failed to move the 
Iqaluit Housing Authority 
and Nunavut Employees 
Union any closer to end-
ing a work stoppage now 
entering its 19th week, the 
union says. 

The union took strike 
action on March 17 and 
two days later the housing 

authority locked out the 
striking workers. 

A bargaining team for 
the Public Service Alliance 
of Canada and the NEU, 
which represents 13 strik-
ing employees, met with a 
representative of the hous-
ing authority and a feder-
ally appointed mediator in 
Ottawa on July 21. 

However, no progress 
was made according to the 
union, which said the 

housing authority repre-
sentative refused a new 
offer put forth by the 
NEU. 

The housing authority 
offered what the union 
called “a slight wage in-
crease” in a future year, 
but it wasn’t enough to 
address the costs of living 
in Nunavut, the union 
said. 
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Iqaluit’s ship comes in as deepsea port opens

$85M port should lead to more  
efficient unloading, lower prices, 
faster services, officials say

No progress in talks between housing authority, union
Bargaining team for workers met with housing authority 
representative and a mediator in Ottawa on July 21

After nearly a week anchored outside Iqaluit, an NEAS Sealift ship is seen docked at Iqaluit’s brand new port Tuesday. (Photo by Jeff Pelletier)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Striking workers and community supporters stand outside the Iqaluit Housing Authority office 
near the Iqaluit airport on July 21. The workers have been striking for a new collective 
agreement since March 17. (Photo by Meral Jamal)

Nunavut nets  
badminton  
medals at  

Indigenous  
games

2000s 2010s 2020s
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From Rankin Inlet to Paris, France, Nunatsiaq 
News told the stories that were important to 

northern readers in 2022. 
The newspaper’s journalism earned seven 

awards at the Quebec Community Newspapers 
Association’s annual awards ceremony June 16  
in Gatineau, Que. 

It was the association’s first in-person awards 
dinner since 2019 as events went virtual that year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“It was a rewarding showing for the Nunatsiaq 
team because it reflects the high quality of 
journalism Nunatsiaq News is providing every day 
on a wide range of subjects,” managing editor 
Corey Larocque said. 

Former reporter Meral Jamal won an award for 
Best Feature Story, which describes how Nunavum -
miut outside of Iqaluit reacted to Pope Francis’s 
historic visit to the territorial capital last summer. 

“This story grabs your interest immediately with 
a powerful lead that makes you want to read on, 
and it keeps you interested with strong quotes,” the 
category’s judge wrote. 

Web editor Gord Howard’s story about Nunavut 
wrestler Eekeeluak Avalak’s gold-medal win at the 
Canada Summer Games last year won for Best 
Sports Story. The judge complimented Howard’s 
“strong writing” in a “powerful story about the gold 
medal win that outlines why it means so much.” 

Freelance photographer Denis Cahill, recruited 
to shoot the Canada Summer Games, which were 
held in Ontario’s Niagara region, won the Best 
Photo Essay category. Cahill entered five pictures  
of the event's opening ceremony, which the judge 
called “a wonderful variety of images which come 
together to bring the viewer into the event.” 

David Venn earned the award for Best Business 
Column or Feature for an article he wrote about 
Rankin Inlet cake-maker Rebecca Osborn. 

“I felt like I was in the kitchen!” the category’s 
judge wrote. 

Emma Tranter’s coverage of the delegation 
Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. led to France last 
September to pressure French officials to extradite 
Father Johannes Rivoire, won the Best Feature  
Series category. 

Nunatsiaq News sent Tranter to France to follow 
the delegation’s progress because Nunavut readers 
have been interested for 25 years in seeing Rivoire 
face criminal charges in Canada. 

“There is plenty of detail, offered while 

respecting the lived experience of the victims,” the 
judge wrote. “The articles balance the particular and 
local of the story with the larger context.” 

Andrea Sakiyama Kennedy’s story about 
research into the loss of sea ice won the Best 
Environmental Story. Her strong lead sentence 
caught the judge’s attention. 

“What came through was the sense of wonder 
experienced by scientists and locals alike,” he wrote. 

The judge noted “stories about difficult topics 
don’t have to be severe or preachy to be impactful.” 

Jamal, Tranter, Venn and Sakiyama Kennedy left 
Nunatsiaq News in 2023 for other journalism jobs, 
but were recognized for the work they did in 2022. 

Nunatsiaq News won the Best Website category 
for the third year in a row, with the judge 
recognizing “excellence in both content and 
presentation.” 

Larocque called the website award “especially 
satisfying because it reflects the great work our 
entire team does on a daily basis.” 

The paper also earned a second-place finish in 
the Best Front Page category for its Oct. 21 e-edition. 
The judge called the stories “compelling and well 
written,” noting the page’s “great use of colour to 
draw in the reader.” 

Nunatsiaq News had been nominated for 20 
awards in 14 different categories — including 
investigative reporting, sports writing, feature 
writing, editorial writing, as well as reporting on 
municipal affairs, health, business, education, the 
environment and agriculture. The paper was a 
finalist in three photography categories as well. 

Reporter Madalyn Howitt was a finalist in five 
categories, former reporter Mélanie Ritchot was 
nominated in three, and web editor Randi Beers  
and managing editor Corey Larocque each received 
nominations in a single category.

Nunatsiaq News wins 7 QCNA journalism awards 
Wins reflect range of coverage of reporting, photography and website excellence 

Nunatsiaq News’ staff pose for a group photo after the 
Quebec Community Newspapers Association’s annual awards 
ceremony June 16 in Gatineau, Que. The paper won seven 
awards out of 20 nominations. Pictured here are (back row): 
Randi Beers, Julia Roberts, Andrea Sakiyama Kennedy, David 
Venn, Gord Howard, Denis Cahill; (front row): Meral Jamal, 
Madalyn Howitt, Corey Larocque. Missing from photo are 
finalists Emma Tranter and Mélanie Ritchot. (Submitted 
photo)
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The times, they were a’changing back 
in June 1976. They certainly were for 

this newspaper. 
As was announced on our front page 

from June 16, 1976, the final edition 
using the original name, Inukshuk, 
would be published on June 30 that 
year. 

Starting July 7, the paper would be 
known as Nunatsiaq News. 

The first edition of the paper rolled 
off the presses — a Gestetner 
photocopier, in reality — in 1973 as 
Inukshuk, a community newsletter 

published in Frobisher Bay. 
On June 16, 1976, the front-page 

story explained not only the reason for 
the name change, it also noted the 
meaning of Nunatsiaq as “beautiful 
land,” to describe the area of the 
Northwest Territories above the tree 
line. 

Nunatsiaq was also the name of the 
new eastern Arctic federal electoral 
riding. 

A spokesman for Frobisher Press 
Ltd., the new owner, said the name was 
selected in a contest and is fitting 
“because the North is indeed a beautiful 
land, partly because the paper hopes to 
expand to serve that whole area, as well 

as Northern Quebec.” 
Some things have changed since 

then — Frobisher Bay is called Iqaluit 
now, Nunavut was granted territorial 
status in 1999, and Nunatsiaq News is 
now owned by Nortext.  

Some things haven’t changed — 
Nunatsiaq News still publishes some of 
its articles in Inuktitut, one of the few 
news organizations to do so. 

Also making news in our June 16, 
1976, edition was a planning conference 
that was being held by  
the Frobisher Bay village council. 
According to the story, organizers said it 
“did not expect to make decisions, just 
to get ideas on all aspects of planning.”

Inukshuk newsletter is renamed Nunatsiaq News 
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When Kenn Harper went 
shopping in July 1985, he 

bought the whole store. 
The big news in the July 5, 1985, 

edition of Nunatsiaq News was the 
sale of Iqaluit’s Arctic Ventures store 
to High Arctic Enterprises, owned 
solely by Harper, a businessman, 
linguist and historian. 

Harper would later also be well 
known to readers of Nunatsiaq News 
for his popular Taissumani history 
column. 

The sale of one of the big 
shopping stores is big news in any 
community, especially in a small one 
like Iqaluit (which back then was still 

called Frobisher Bay). 
In discussing the sale with Nunat -

siaq News back in July 1985, former 
owner Bryan Pearson — himself an 
iconic figure in the city’s history — 
called it the “end of an era for me.” 

“There’s no rush … I have no big 
plans. I’m just gathering my wits 
about me and trying to slow down 
and find time to do other more 
interesting things with less pressure, 
less stress,” he said. 

Pearson, who died in 2016, is 
known for being Iqaluit’s first mayor 
and founder of the Toonik Tyme 
festival. He also started the city’s first 
taxi service, at one time was its only 
undertaker and he owned its only 
movie theatre, the Astro Theatre. 

Pearson started Arctic Ventures in 
Apex in 1957 for marine work and ex-
panded into general contracting. At 
that time, the U.S. military was still 
based in Frobisher Bay and Bell 
Canada wouldn’t offer a telephone ex-
change service there for another year. 

The Arctic Ventures store opened 
in 1968 and remains one of the city’s 
shopping hubs to this day. 

On a lighter note, the July 5, 1985, 
front page includes a cute photo of 
some Iqaluit children getting ready to 
join in a tire-jump race during 
Canada Day celebrations.  

Unfortunately, none of the kids’ 
names were included in the caption 
but possibly readers might recognize 
one of them.

Arctic Ventures store changes hands 

Nunavut has changed a lot over the past 50 years and Nunatsiaq News 
changed with it. 

As this paper marked 50 years of service to the eastern Arctic, we used our 
website to show readers how its look changed over the years. 

Our series of Yesterday’s News articles revisited how Nunatsiaq News 
 reported some of the biggest stories of the past half-century. 

Here’s a sampling of some front pages that show how the paper’s look 
changed as well as how it covered some big events. 

The front page of Nunatsiaq News from July 5, 
1985. (File photo)
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Fourteen years in the making and nine 
years before Nunavut would attain 

territory status, the signing of the first-
even land claim agreement between 
Inuit and the federal government was 
big news 33 years ago. 

The deal, signed April 30, 1990, gave 
Inuit title to about 350,000 square kilo-
metres of land — roughly one-third the 
size of Nunavut now — as well as sup-
port for “social and political develop-
ment,” the article notes, and rights to 
renewable resources. 

Among its other provisions, it also 
gave Inuit the right to harvest wildlife 
on land and water throughout the 
settlement area. 

Talks went on for a long time prior 
to the signing, beginning in 1976 led by 

the Tunngavik Federation of Nunavut 
(the predecessor to Nunavut Tunngavik 
Inc.), the government of the Northwest 
Territories and the federal government. 

The agreement wouldn’t actually be 
ratified until 1993, capping the 17-year 
process. It was the largest Indigenous 
land claim agreement in Canadian his-
tory, supporting the division of North-
west Territories and providing for a 
plebiscite on boundaries. 

The front-page photo from May 4, 
1990, shows the signing of the agree -
ment, done in Igloolik over a weekend 
of festivities that marked the event. 

Signatories included Dennis 
Patterson, who at the time was 
Territorial Government Leader and is 
currently the senator for Nunavut and 
who will retire from that role at the end 
of this year, and Tunngavik federation 
president Paul Quassa, who would go 

on to serve as a Nunavut premier, 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly  
and MLA and is currently a member of 
Iqaluit city council. 

The third person pictured signing is 
Tom Siddon, a member of then-prime 
minister Brian Mulroney’s cabinet 
responsible for what at the time was 
known as the Department of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development.  

As an aside, Siddon was the man 
Mulroney turned to in 1985 to take  
over the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans to clean up the so-called tunagate 
scandal, where large quantities of tuna 
deemed unfit for human consumption 
were somehow approved for sale. 

Other noteworthy events that 
happened in May 1990: The Hubble 
space telescope sends its first 
photographs from space, and the  
Leafs do not win the Cup. 

Historic land claim agreement signed in Igloolik 

The front page of the June 16, 1976, 
Inukshuk newsletter. (File photo)

The front page of Nunatsiaq News, from 
May 4, 1990. (File photo)
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Tungasugitti Nunavummi!  
Welcome Nunavut! 
That’s how Nunatsiaq News reported the official 

signing of the Nunavut Agreement on land claims, 
in a headline from May 28, 1993. It was an 
important step toward territory status for Nunavut, 
and a big day in Iqaluit. 

Brian Mulroney, who was prime minister at the 
time, even managed to please the crowd of about 
700 spectators by speaking a few words in Inuktitut: 
“Quviasuktunga tikigama nunavumut” (“I’m happy 
that I’ve arrived in Nunavut.”) 

Jim Bell, the revered long-time reporter and 
editor for Nunatsiaq News, described the May 25, 
1993, event at Inuksuk High School this way: 

“Five men and one woman sat down together in 
Iqaluit one day this week to write their names on a 
piece of paper. 

“And when they had finished, the people of 
Nunavut had all but joined the Canadian family.” 

The largest Indigenous land claim settlement in 
Canadian history, it gave Inuit of the central and 
east ern parts of the Northwest Territory their own 
territory. 

In addition to Mulroney, others who signed the 
agreement were Paul Quassa and James Eetoolook 

from Tunngavik Federation of Nunavut (now 
known as Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.), Nellie 
Cournoyea and Titus Allooloo representing the 
government of the Northwest Territories, and 
federal Northern Affairs minister Tom Siddon. 

As the front page notes, Iqaluit elder Leah 
Atagoyuk lit the qulliq to open the ceremony. 

Later in 1993, both the Nunavut Land Claims 
Agreement and the Nunavut Act were enacted by 
the House of Commons. 

As a side note, 22 years later, in 2019, NTI was 
able to acquire federal cabinet documents from 1990 
that it alleged showed Mulroney’s government 
blocked the use of Inuktitut in the territory’s 
government services. 

NTI pointed to a paragraph in the cabinet 
document that said the final land claims agreement 
must not “provide general linguistic guarantees for 
use of Inuktitut in government and the legal and 
education system in the claims area.” 

In a news release at the time, NTI said “Canada’s 
objective was successful: schooling, courts, correc-
tions and policing all operate in English across 
Nunavut.” 

The signing of the Nunavut Agreement was a bit 
of a last hurrah for Mulroney. Exactly one month 
later, on June 25, 1993, he resigned as prime 
minister after close to nine years in office.

Mulroney comes to Iqaluit to sign Nunavut Agreement 
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The front page of Nunatsiaq News from May 28, 1993. 
(File photo)
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An unidentified man presents an award to a woman at a Toonik 
Tyme ceremony in this undated photo. (File photo)

Children line up their bikes at what appears to be a starting line for a race in this undated 
picture. (File photo)

A woman speaks to a group of boys inside a room wallpapered 
with newspaper pages, in this undated file photo. Readers said 
the woman in the picture is elder Malaya Papatsie, and the 
boys, from left to right, are David Fox, Cason Soucie and 
Qajaaq Ellsworth. (File photo)

A group of boys poses with ribbons in what appears to be a Toonik Tyme event in this 
undated photo. (File photo)

A clown wearing the colours of the Nunavut flag and a Pang hat 
with the territory's name speaks to children along the route of 
a parade. (File photo)

Snowmobilers line up in front of Nakasuk Elementary School in Iqaluit in this undated picture. 
A reader added that the event was part of Toonik Tyme. (File photo)

Two men sit atop a qamutik in this undated 
photo. (File photo)

During Nunatsiaq News’ 50th anniversary, 
we took a dive into the archives to look at 

some of the thousands of file photos the paper 
took or collected over the years. Readers helped 
identify some of the people in loose photographs 
that had little information attached to them. 
Here’s a sample of some of them.

A reader helped identify this elder lighting a qulliq in this 
undated picture as Leah Atagoyuk. (File photo)

Readers identified this man sporting 
a Nunatsiaq News baseball cap while 
holding what appears to be a 
newspaper in this undated file photo 
as Inuit leader and one-time member 
of Parliament Jack Anawak. (File 
photo)

A group of unidentified people hold onto each other while crossing a snow-
covered street in this undated photo. (File photo)

A woman pins a corsage on a man at what appears to be a 
ceremony in this undated image. Readers identified the couple 
on the right as Harry and Martha Kilabuk and the couple on the 
left as Malaya and Josie Papatsie. (File photo)
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