
BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
Saskatchewan Advanced Education 

Minister Gord Wyant told the World-
Spectator Thursday that he will have his 
department look for solutions to the issue 
of Ukrainian newcomers facing interna-
tional student tuition fees for post-sec-
ondary education in the province, which 
can be several times higher than the fees 
paid by Saskatchewan residents, as well 
as not having access to student loans.

The province of Saskatchewan has 
made several changes to make it easier for 
Ukrainians who have come to Saskatch-
ewan to escape the Russian invasion of 
their homeland, to settle in the province.

The province made it simple for Ukrai-
nians to switch to Saskatchewan drivers’ 
licences, is offering reduced rates initially 
in Housing Authority homes, and made 
amendments to The Education Regula-
tions, 2019 to ensure that all Ukrainian 
school aged students arriving through 
the Canada-Ukraine Authorization for 
Emergency Travel (CUAET) Program re-
ceive tuition-free Kindergarten to Grade 
12 education.

However, some Ukrainian families 
who have settled in Saskatchewan have 
discovered that post-secondary educa-
tion would be a massive cost as their chil-
dren are treated as international students, 
who face much higher tuition fees than 
Canadians.

Tuition for international students at the 
U of S ranges from $25,000 to $35,000 per 
year depending on the college, compared 
to $7,000 to $9,700 for Canadian students. 
Dentistry tuition for international stu-
dents is $118,056. (One local student is 
interested in pursuing dentistry at the 
University of Saskatchewan, another is 
interested in becoming a lawyer like her 
mother).

“I am treated as an international stu-
dent, but it’s a problem for us because 
the cost is a lot more, like twice or more,” 

said Viktoriia Knyhnystska, a grade 12 
student who will be graduating this June 
and wants to study dentistry at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan. 

As a result of facing international stu-
dent fees in Saskatchewan, some families 
who have just been welcomed to Canada 
under the CUAET program, and have 
just settled in Southeast Saskatchewan, 
are looking at splitting up their families 
and sending the students to Europe for 
university as it is more affordable, while 
the rest of the family stays here.

Wyant told the World-Spectator that he 
is anxious to come up with a solution to 
the issue.

“The fact of the matter is that this has 
just been brought to our attention and 
we’re kind of anxious to do something 
about it,” he says. “The students are all 
here on what they call an Emergency 
Travel Authorization. They’re not refu-
gees and they’re not Permanent Resi-
dents—all of whom qualify for the lo-
cal tuition rates and qualify for student 
loans. Because they’re not in those cat-

egories, they qualify as international stu-
dents and they don’t qualify for student 
loans. 

“Since this was brought to our atten-
tion, I raised this with a number of my 
colleagues. Of course we’re really com-
mitted to supporting Ukrainian immi-
grants who have come here to escape the 
war, so we really want to continue to do 
what we can to support them and their 
contributions,” says Wyant. 

“I have asked my ministry to come up 
with some solutions so that we can take 
something to cabinet to get this resolved. 
I had some preliminary conversations 
with my cabinet colleagues and they’re all 
supportive of it. Of course, I don’t have a 
formal decision from cabinet and I won’t 
have that for a bit, but we’re certainly 
hopeful that we can move something for-
ward to accommodate these kids. That’s 
where we’re at since this just came to our 
attention.”

Wyant said his ministry will be talk-
ing to post-secondary institutions in the 
province.

“Of course, we’re going to have to 
work with our post-secondary sector as 
universities are responsible for setting 
their own tuition notwithstanding what 
we might say. Sask Polytechnic we have 
some control over, but we’re hopeful that 
we can work with our post-secondary 
institutions and universities to come up 
with a reasonable solution for these kids. 

“We want them to stay here. We want 
them to learn here. We want them to go 
to school here. 

“Whatever we can do to continue to 
support them, we’re going to do. I hope to 
have some further direction on this next 
week. I’ve asked my ministry to work as 
quickly as they can to come up with some 
proposals for us, but we’re keenly aware 
that we need to do something to accom-
modate the students. 

Continued on page 7 
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It’s almost  
that time again! 
Now taking your pre-orders for  

Smile Cookie week  
May 1 - 7, 2023

Please call Tim Hortons Moosomin and we will schedule to 
have your cookies ready for you!

306-435-3393 
119 East Access Road  |  Moosomin, SK

All proceeds in 2023 will go to the MacLeod  
Elementary School Playground Fund

Minister says he will have a look at issue:

Newcomers from Ukraine facing
international student fees 

Viktoriia Buzdyhan, left, and Viktoriia Knyhnystska, right, came with their families 
from Ukraine and have settled in Wawota. They would like to go to university in Sas-
katchewan, but because newcomers from Ukraine are not classed as refugee claim-
ants or permanent residents, they are subject to the same fees as international stu-
dents (multiple times higher than the tuition fees Canadian students pay) and do not 
qualify for student loans. The World-Spectator spoke with the Minister of Advanced 
Education Thursday and he said he will have his ministry look at how they can fix the 
situation.
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Stop struggling to hear conversations 
and come see us today!
Hearing loss can sometimes be gradual and 
easy to ignore until it is not.  If you are
struggling to hear the TV, straining to hear
conversations, constantly having to ask your 
spouse to repeat what they said, and the world 
around you is becoming more faded and
distant, we can help.

     Address:
503 Main St. Esterhazy, SK
(Right across from the bargain shop) 

          RSVP:
(306) 745-2117 or at
www.myhouseofhearing.ca 

    Ad
503 Ma

         R
(306) 74

Chelsea Stewart
M.Cl. Sc. Audiologist 

OOPPEENN
HHOOUUSSEE
May 10 and May 11May 10 and May 11

• FREE hearing screening (Value of $50.00)
• Product information 
• FREE loaner hearing devices

May10 & 11

LOCALLY
OWNED

Steven Bonk, MLA
for Moosomin Constituency

622 Main St., Moosomin, SK
Phone 306-435-4005
Fax: 306-435-4008

Offi ce Hours:
Monday thru Friday
9 a.m. - 12 noon
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
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 Continued from Page 3
“We can be the hub. People can come from other com-

munities to learn and to explore, and share,” he said.
Some of the ideas for workshops and classes are  paint-

ing with acrylics, watercolours, alcohol inks, as well as 
digital arts for photography and video editing, paper 
crafts, glass work with stained glass and fused glass, as 
well as jewelry making, wood carving, candle making, 
pottery with slab throwing and wheel throwing, along 
with culinary arts and more.

Beckett said they will also be providing workshops fo-
cused on cultural visual arts with crafts linked to tradi-
tional arts within the Indigenous, Filipino and Ukrainian 
cultures. 

The group said they are open to include other ideas for 
workshops if people have an idea for something they do 
not have on their list.

Looking for sponsors
The group is aiming to host the art classes and work-

shops free of charge to kids.
“We want to keep it affordable for families and for peo-

ple,” said Grant.
“Let’s say I want to go experience alcohol ink, well 

maybe I won’t buy a set of alcohol inks myself, but if I 
was able to take a class or be exposed to it without huge 
costs to me, I might really love it and decide to take it on, 
or I might decide that’s not for me and try something dif-
ferent.”

Aside from applying for grants to pay for operating 
costs, and donations to pay for the equipment needed, the 
group is currently looking for volunteers and local spon-
sors to assist with the Moosomin Arts and Culture Centre.

“We’re hoping to apply for grants. We’re looking for 
any donations or sponsorship,” said Crellin. “We’re look-
ing for volunteers, instructors who would be teaching 
classes. That’s where we are at right now.”

People can contact Krista Crellin  at kristacrellin@ho-
tmail.com, (306) 434-9000, or Jacqui Beckett at jacquim-
beckett@gmail.com, (306) 434-7090, or Terry Grant at ter-
jendk@sasktel.net, (306) 434-6240.

Arts centre 
planned for
Moosomin

 Continued from Page 2

and international students, as you know, and the ability 
to access those student loans. So we’re very anxious to get 
something forward to cabinet as quickly as we can.”

He said be believes the post-secondary institutions will 
be willing to work with the province to address the issue.

universities and I certainly think they’re going to look at 
what kind of guidance we’re going to have,” he said.

“We’re very hopeful that the universities will follow 
suit. 

“We’re certainly looking at all of the possibilities in or-
der to try and resolve this. 

“We know these students are starting to make deci-
sions and we don’t want to lose the momentum. That is 
why, when this came to our attention earlier in the week, 

as quickly as possible. 
“I’ve had some preliminary discussions with some of 

my cabinet colleagues and I think that they were general-

ly supportive of it, but we need to have a cabinet decision 
on it so we’re going to attempt that as soon as possible.”

He said the government will look at including Ukrai-
nian students in student loan eligibility as well as qualify-
ing for Canadian tuition fees. 

“We would include that as part of our package,” he 
said. “If they’re going to qualify as domestic students, 
they would have access to the student loan program just 
like refugees or permanent residents would.”

Wyant said his message to the students is that they are 
working on the issue and hop to have a solution soon.

“Our message to the students is that we’re working on 
this very diligently and we hope to have something for-
malized as soon as next week,” he said.

Minister says he will have a look at issue:

Newcomers from Ukraine facing
international student fees 



It’s wonderful to see how responsive this pro-
vincial government can be. 

When government works like it should, prob-
lems are solved by the simple act of raising 
them—when there is an issue and it is brought to 
the government’s attention, it is dealt with and 
corrected.

 I have to say dealing with Saskatchewan’s 
provincial government lately has been a text-
book lesson in how government should work. 

A case in point, on Sunday, April 23, it was 

Ukrainian newcomers to Saskatchewan were 
facing the same fees for post-secondary educa-
tion as foreign students—multiple times higher 
than Sask residents would pay.

That’s because under the special program that 
brought them to Canada, they are neither per-
manent residents nor refugees.

For the same reason, Ukrainian newcomers do 
not qualify for student loans.

So they are facing massive costs for university 
and no access to student loans.

I found out about this after speaking to a 
young woman named Viktoriia at an event in 

Ukrainian arrived in Wawota.
She is graduating Grade 12 in Wawota this 

June, and would like to start university at the U 
of S this fall.

Cannington MLA Daryl Harrison was also 
there Sunday and we raised it with him.

I asked Moosomin MLA Steven Bonk about 
the issue at the Chamber meeting Tuesday.

On Wednesday, I requested an interview with 
Advanced Education Minister Gord Wyant, and 
explained the problem.

On Thursday Minister Wyant gave me a call 
and we got an interview. He said he had not been 
aware of this issue until we started raising it last 
week, and both Daryl Harrison and Steven Bonk 
raised it with him.

He said he was already getting his department 
-

tion this week.
That’s how things should work: Problem 

-
ed.

To have the minister commit to coming up 
with a solution within days of an issue being 
raised is nothing new for us.

As a matter of fact, a few weeks ago we may 
have set a world record for getting a problem 

sorted a few weeks back. Some job applicants 
didn’t appear to be given a fair shake when ap-
plying to the Saskatchewan Health Authority, I 

to the Health Minister, to our three local MLAs, 
and a few other people in government, got the 

solve the issue and reach out to the individuals 
directly. And the email I got back from someone 

great when government works like it’s supposed 
to?! Thanks for bringing it to our attention.”

That is how government is supposed to work.
Someone suggested to me afterward that we 

got the problem sorted within hours because I 
knew the right people in government. 

Of course that’s nonsense. The problem got 
sorted because the people in this government 
care, and genuinely want to do the right thing. 
Because of that, when an issue is raised, they 

I wish every government operated like that. I 
compare the days or hours it takes to solve an 
issue with this government with the months and 
months it took to get my interpreter from Af-
ghanistan and his family safely to Canada after 
the federal government had provided a visa for 
him to travel to Canada in recognition of his ser-
vice to this country.

Wouldn’t it be great if every government 
worked like it’s supposed to?

Arts and Culture Centre
a brilliant idea

A group of individuals has brought forward an 
idea that seems to be resonating in Moosomin—
setting up an Arts and Culture Centre. When the 
idea was presented at the Moosomin Chamber of 
Commerce meeting Tuesday, there was genuine 
excitement, and a lot of interest, and a lot of great 
questions. 

It will be an amazing addition to the entire 
area if the arts centre comes to fruition.
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In our opinion:

Isn’t it great when
government works

like it’s supposed to?

The Canadian government has supported journalism in some ways 
for generations. 

source of revenue for newspapers. 
Even prior to Confederation, direct supports, like the former Publi-

cations Assistance Program, which subsidized the postal delivery of 
newspapers, ensured that Canadians have access to high-quality Ca-
nadian news.

Twenty years ago, the federal government spent $110 million on ad-
vertising, which was managed by 30 advertising agencies. 

Print newspapers and magazines accounted for about one-third of 
federal advertising spending, while internet advertising accounted for 
less than 1 per cent of the spend.

advertising, involving one Agency of Record for media planning and 
placement. 

with where scarce ad dollars are being spent.

went toward print publications. That is a far cry from the roughly one-
third of twenty years ago. 

For comparison, government spending on Facebook/Instagram ads 
alone accounted for almost double what is spent on all print advertising 
combined. And the spending on Twitter, Snapchat, and TikTok com-
bined was greater than all print expenditures.

Today, digital advertising accounts for more than 50 per cent of all 
federal ad spending. According to the U.S. Department of Justice, which 

technology products.”  
Social media companies operating in Canada do not employ journal-

without any of the obligations.
Digital search and social giants have contributed greatly to connect-

ing people, businesses, and communities. Yet, there have been unin-
tended consequences. 

While they provide the essential plumbing of our digital age, they 

fact-based news and information) from the sewage (e.g., fake news).
-

ans make informed choices. 
Real journalism, which is based on editorial judgment and rigorous 

fact-checking, costs real money, which comes from advertising and/or 
subscription revenue. 

Canadian news publishers employ real journalists, who adhere to 
strict editorial standards, and publishers can be held liable for their 
content. 

Yet, federal advertising dollars that once helped fund our newsrooms 
-

tent.
The federal government has recognized that the business of journal-

poverty through the Local Journalism Initiative. 
It has also introduced Bill C-18, the Online News Act, which will 

allow publishers to come together to negotiate fair content licensing 

One of the most powerful tools in any government’s policy toolkit is 
procurement. 

Procurement can help governments advance socio economic policy 
objectives, including job creation, and deliver better outcomes. 

Indeed, the federal government’s Policy on Social Procurement fa-
cilitates and supports the inclusion of socio-economic measures in pro-
curement to support the goal of achieving best value for the Crown and, 
in turn, for Canadians.

Isn’t it time for the federal government to align its advertising spend-
ing with its public policy goal of supporting accountable and trusted 
sources of information? 

Isn’t it time to support the home team and keep advertising dollars, 
which support fact-based, fact-checked civic journalism, in Canada? 

The consequences of inaction are more misinformation and disinfor-
mation, a less informed and engaged citizenry, less robust public dis-
course, and a loss of community.

This editorial was written by Paul Deegan, president and chief executive of-

Time to keep
federal advertising 
dollars in Canada
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SATELLITE SALES

 WWW.UNIVERSESATELLITE.COM • 1-306-645-2669 •  1-306-435-8018

0% FINANCING
UP TO 72 MONTHS
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Moosomin Community Theatre • 306-435-2616

The Moosomin Community Theatre 
is now CLOSED for the summer. 

THANK YOU to all of the volunteers, 
sponsors and movie patrons for 

making this movie season possible!

That’s all folks!That’s all folks!

We will re-open in SEPTEMBER 2023

Proud
moment

Viktoriia Knyhnytska 
of Wawota was at the 
Legislature in Regina 
Thursday for an an-
nouncement by the 
provincial government 
that will make post-
secondary education 
more affordable for 
Ukrainians in Canada 
under CUAET. The 
province announced 
that Ukrainians will 
now pay the same tu-
ition fees as Canadi-
ans and refugees. Vik-
toriia had raised the 
issue April 23, Minis-
ter Gord Wyant  told 
the World-Spectator 
April 27 he asked his 
department for ways 
to fix the issue, and 
two weeks later, on 
May 11, the govern-
ment announced a 
new program to fix 
the disparity in tuition 
fees.

Province makes post-secondary
education affordable for Ukrainian newcomers

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
Viktoriia Knyhnytska, a Grade 12 student at Wawota, 

will be going to the University of Saskatchewan this fall 
thanks to changes announced by the province Thurs-
day.

After the World-Spectator broke the story two weeks 
ago that Ukrainian newcomers to Canada under the 
Canada-Ukraine Authorization for Emergency Travel 
(CUAET) program must pay international student fees, 
which are multiple times higher than Canadian fees, 
and do not qualify for student loans, the province an-

nounced Thursday that Ukrainians in Canada under 
CUAET will pay domestic tuition rates rather than in-
ternational rates.

After hearing the provincial announcement of the 
changes, speaking to the provincial media about the 
impact of the changes, and being introduced in the Leg-
islative Assembly, Viktoriia, who wants to go to univer-
sity to become a dentist like her parents, said seeing the 
political  system in action, and seeing an issue that af-
fects her addressed, was “awesome.”

Both refugees and Canadian residents pay domestic 

tuition rates, much lower than international student 
tuition fees. The CUAET program does not categorize 
Ukrainian arrivals as refugees. As a result, those who 
want to pursue post-secondary education would be re-
quired to pay the higher international student tuition 
rates, up to $35,000 a year.

“Our government remains committed to supporting 
Ukrainians who have come to Saskatchewan seeking 
refuge from war,” Advanced Education Minister Gor-
don Wyant said Thursday.  

Continued on page 2

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S –

TOLL FREE:

1-800-880-4533

GREAT RATES , GREAT SELECTION
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Early Bird prize of $10,000
Early Bird Draw date: September 15th, 2023, at 

10:00 PM at the Nutrien Rocanville Community Hall
MAIN DRAW DATE:

OCTOBER 14, 2023
$100/TICKET
2500 TICKETS AVAILABLE

GET YOUR TICKET BY VISITING WWW.ROCANVILLELOTTO.CA

Prizes can be claimed by calling 1-855-762-5686 (1-855-ROC-LOTO)
Draw held at Nutrien Rocanville Community Hall  at 10:00 p.m.

Proceeds to support organizations and facilities that serve the Rocanville community
Must be 19 years or older to purchase.                  Lott ery license#  LR23-0008

Rocanville Lucky Lott ery Committ ee

GRAND PRIZE:
$100,000

Moosomin & District

Seniors Group Inc.

Held their annual meeting at the Regency Court on 
March 23, 2023 with 22 members present.

The club would like to encourage members 
and new members to enjoy the activities that 

are available at the Nutrien Sportsplex.

Activities Include:
• Cards Tuesdays 1-5pm
• Other Activities Mondays & Thursdays 9-12pm

 

other board games.

For more information call
Orey- 306-435-6788
Yvonne- 306-435-2645

31:3:c

Harry- 306-435-9558
Rod- 306-435-2193

Province makes post-secondary
education affordable for Ukrainian newcomers

Continued from front
“These students are in a unique situa-

tion. We want them to be able to continue 
living here to study at one of our excel-
lent post-secondary institutions without 

families.”
Among those who may be eligible to 

pay domestic tuition are approximately 
two dozen Ukrainian students who will 
graduate from high school in Saskatch-
ewan this spring. If they choose to pursue 
post-secondary education in the province, 
they will now pay the same tuition rates as 
domestic students. 

“Ukrainian arrivals are contributing in 
many ways to our communities, our la-
bour force, and the rich cultural fabric of 
Saskatchewan,” Wyant said. “They de-
serve an opportunity to study in Saskatch-
ewan, and hopefully become permanent 
residents and contribute to the growth 
and future of our province.

“Saskatchewan has welcomed around 
4,000 Ukrainian citizens to the province 
over a number of months. It has been 
very gratifying to see our residents, your 
friends and your neighbours, open their 
arms and their hearts to help these new-
comers get settled and adjust to life in this 
province.

“We’re announcing today that our gov-
ernment will be helping Ukrainian fami-
lies contribute to our communities, our 
workforce and our culture. 

“We’re introducing a process that will 
help Ukrainian students access second-
ary education right here in Saskatchewan. 
Our government will provide funding to 
allow Ukrainian students to pay domestic 
tuition rates at Saskatchewan institutions 
rather than international ones.

“We all know that post secondary edu-
-

dents and for their families. There are 

to help most students manage the cost but 
those supports aren’t available to Ukraini-
ans who have come here to escape from 
the war. 

“These students deserve a chance to get 

an education at one of our excellent post 
secondary institutions without experienc-

government must give these students a 
chance to stay here near their families and 
further their education here in Saskatch-
ewan.

“We know that about two dozen Ukrai-
nian students who came to Canada under 
the Emergency Travel Program are gradu-
ating from Grade 12 this spring and about 
the same number will graduate next year. 

“There may be others who come to Can-
ada through that program who want to 
get a post secondary education but can’t 
afford it. There are many opportunities 
available in Saskatchewan for high qual-
ity training and rewarding careers. This 
initiative will give them that chance by 
allowing them to pay the same tuition as 
our Saskatchewan residents.

“I also want to note that our govern-
ment plans to provide some additional 

“They will receive the same amount of 
grant funding that a low income Saskatch-
ewan student would receive through the 
student loan program.

 “To the students and to all Ukrainian 
arrivals, I want to convey our hope that 
you will be permanent residents in Cana-
da. We want you to stay and we want you 
to be part of the growth and the future of 
Saskatchewan.”

Program will make a 
difference for Viktoriia

Viktoriia said now that she will pay the 
same tuition fees as a Canadian, an educa-
tion in Saskatchewan is attainable.

She has registered for the University of 
Saskatchewan to start this fall.

“I want to be a dentist like my Mom and 
Dad. For international students the cost is 
$35,000 for a year, for a domestic student 
it’s $7,000, so it makes a big difference,” 
she said. 

“For us it’s really good news to hear 
that, because we came from Ukraine 
where there is war, and we’re just happy 

to hear this.”

Kay says program may 
attract more families

Wawota Mayor Kevin Kay said he be-
lieves the program will result in more 
Ukrainian families choosing to locate in 
Saskatchewan.

“We have some that were looking at 
Saskatchewan, but tuition was an issue,” 
he said. “Now that we have this program, 

Saskatchewan.”
He said the announcement is important 

for Wawota, which has attracted a num-
ber of Ukrainian families. “We have wel-
comed 11 families to our community, and 
this is a very important announcement for 
us, because there are a number that have 
graduated high school, a number who are 
getting ready for higher education, which 
Ukrainians take very, very seriously, just 
like Canadians. We are welcoming more 
Ukrainians to Wawota and this will make 
a difference.”

Kay said the Ukrainian newcomers 
have quickly become a vital part of the 
community.

“Several want to become volunteer 

community. They’ve started a chess club, 
they’re involved in soccer, and several 
other community groups.”

U of R, U of S
presidents refuse
to speak on issue

The World-Spectator reached out to 
both the University of Regina and the 
University of Saskatchewan, both when 
the issue of post-secondary education for 

after the government made the announce-
ment Thursday.

The World-Spectator requested inter-
views with both university presidents and 
both refused to speak on the issue.

Other universities have been more ac-

commodating for Ukrainians under CU-
AET. Many universities decided on their 
own to charge Canadian tuition rates to 
CUAET students. The University of Alber-
ta and Brandon University went farther, 
charging no tuition at all to Ukrainian 
students. And the University of Manitoba 
paid up to $36,000 to Ukrainian students 
to cover tuition, books, food, and accom-
modations, while the U of R and U of S 
chose to charge international student fees 
in the tens of thousands of dollars to those 
same students.

Heather Persson, Chief Communica-

Strategic Communications at the U of S 
provided the following statement:

“We welcome the news announced May 
11 from the Government of Saskatchewan 
and the Ministry of Advanced Education 
that the province will provide funding to 
ensure Ukrainian students who arrived in 
Saskatchewan over the past year under 
the CUAET program who wish to pursue 
post-secondary education will pay domes-
tic tuition rates rather than international 
rates.

“As USask President Peter Stoicheff not-
ed in his message to the campus communi-
ty in February 2022, Saskatchewan is home 
to one of Canada’s highest populations of 
people of Ukrainian descent. Our univer-
sity conducts programming and research 
related to Ukrainian culture, language, 
politics, and history. We have partnerships 
and student exchanges with institutions 
in Ukraine. We have deep and strong re-
lationships with Ukraine, and we are com-
mitted to continued discussions with all 
levels of government about how we can 
best support students coming to our prov-
ince and country through CUAET.”

The university refused to answer ques-
tions about why it took action by the pro-
vincial government to bring fees for CU-
AET students in line with other refugees 
and Canadian students, when other insti-
tutions reduced tuition fees for Ukrainian 
students on their own. The University of 
Regina would not arrange an interview 
with its president on the issue.



Last week the province announced that Ukrainian 
newcomers to Canada will pay the same tuition rates 
as Canadians and refugees. A lot of people working to-
gether made the difference. Here are a few of them and 
a report card on their efforts.

Viktoriia Knyhnytska                        A+++
Viktoriia started the whole process by raising her con-

cerns. Kara and I spoke with her at an event in Wawota 
April 23. She did an excellent job of explaining her situa-
tion. On Thursday, Viktoriia was there at the Legislature 
for the announcement of the government’s solution to 
the issue and she did an amazing job explaining to the 
provincial media how she will be affected.

A-plus-plus-plus for Viktoriia who represented 
Ukrainian students so well Thursday.

Kevin Kay                                                A+
Kevin Kay is the mayor of Wawota and has led the 

effort to welcome Ukrainians to Wawota. He advocated 
for a solution to the post secondary tuition issue. He is 
a tireless advocate for the Ukrainians in his community, 
and was there for the announcement last week.

Daryl Harrison                                         A+
Daryl Harrison is the MLA for Cannington. He was 

there at the same event in Wawota on April 23, we spoke 
with him there, he said he would take it to the minister, 
and he did, and he effectively communicated the issue. 

Steven Bonk                                            A+
Steven Bonk is the MLA for Moosomin. I spoke to 

him at the Moosomin Chamber of Commerce meeting 
two days after the Wawota meeting, he said he would 
raise it with the minister, and he did, and he effectively 
communicated the issue.

 
Minister Gord Wyant                         A+++
The Thursday after that meeting in Wawota where 

-
ter Gord Wyant about it. Steven and Daryl had already 

on a solution.
This measure affects a very small number of people, 

and they and their families cannot vote. But it’s clearly 
a matter of fairness. Minister Wyant did the fair and de-
cent thing and tried to come up with a solution to treat 
the Ukrainian students fairly. 

He told me in that interview that his department 
would try to come up with a solution quickly, and 14 
days after that interview a solution was announced.

A-plus-plus-plus for the Minister.

University of Regina                             
University of Saskatchewan                  F
The University of Regina and the University of Sas-

katchewan get failing grades for their failure to treat 

failure to address the situation in any way when it was 
brought to their attention.

We wouldn’t have had to get involved, the mayor of 

Wawota wouldn’t have had to get involved, our local 
MLAs wouldn’t have had to get involved, Minister Wy-
ant wouldn’t have had to get involved . . . if the uni-
versities had simply done the decent thing and treated 
Ukrainian newcomers fairly.

Other universities across the country did the right 
thing. 

Many chose to treat Ukrainians under CUAET as Ca-
nadians or refugees for the purpose of tuition. 

Others have gone farther. Brandon University and the 
University of Alberta have chosen to charge no tuition 
at all to CUAET students. 

The University of Manitoba is paying up to $36,000 a 
year for CUAET students, to cover tuition, books, and 
living costs. 

The federal government prioritized study permit ap-
plications from CUAET students and waived the fee, to 
put them on the same level as Canadians or refugees. 

In light of all that, and what the country and province 
have done to welcome Ukrainians under this program, 
it’s unfathomable how the U of R and U of S were so out 
of step with everyone else. By waiving the study permit 
fee, the federal government is saying to people like Vik-

and as part of our efforts to welcome you, we will save 
you $150 on your study permit,’ and the U of R and U 
of S were saying to her, ‘that’s nice, but we will charge 
you $20,000 to $25,000 more tuition than everyone else 
graduating from Wawota High School this year.’ 

What horrendous, ridiculous unfair behavior from 
our institutions of higher learning.

Even after the province brought them into line with 
its announcement Thursday, the University of Saskatch-
ewan was defending its original position, sending me a 
statement indicating that they believe students here un-
der CUAET are here temporarily and should not qualify 
for domestic tuition rates.

“Ukrainian people who arrive in Canada through 
CUAET may return home when it is safe to do so and, 
as such, are not considered refugees who pay domestic 
tuition rates. Those who want to pursue post-secondary 
education would be required to pay higher internation-
al student tuition rates.” This statement Friday, from the 

on top of an insult. On Thursday at the Legislature both 
Minister Wyant and MLA Steven Bonk expressed the 
hope of many Ukrainians that they will become per-
manent residents. To insult the Ukrainians by charging 
ridiculously high tuition rates to them, and then to in-
sult them by suggesting those building new lives here 
should or will be sent packing is deplorable. 

Failing grades for both universities.
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In our opinion:

Great work by a lot of
people led to quick solution 

for Ukrainian students

Canada’s prairie provinces have signed an agreement that could 

Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba entered a memorandum of 
understanding in April to improve western Canada’s interconnected 
road, rail, air, energy and port corridors.

The long-term goals include expanding the West’s export-based 
economy, strengthening the region’s global markets participation, and 
building relationships with international trading partners—several of 

development.
“The perception of Canada’s trade infrastructure by customers 

abroad has plummeted,” said Carlo Dade, director of the Trade and 
Investment Centre at the Canada West Foundation, which worked 
closely with the provinces to support their efforts.

Internationally, Canada dropped from a top 10 supplier a decade 
ago to rank number 32 in the World Economic Forum’s 2019 Global 
Competitiveness Report, he noted.

“The decline in our global trade infrastructure stems from our in-
ability to manage (the) development of trade infrastructure. Our un-
willingness to move LNG is added on top of this to give Canada two 
black eyes,” said Dade.

According to the Government of Canada, the goods and services 
trade accounted for around 65 per cent of Canada’s GDP in 2020.

And that, said Dade, is a good reason to improve transportation cor-
-

tion and keeping the lights on,” he said.
The agreement between the prairie provinces provides a new plat-

form to advocate mutual interests at the federal level.
The vision of building nationwide connected corridors to transport 

any number of commodities, including oil, gas, hydrogen, forestry 

many, including Indigenous business leader Chris Sankey.
“This is good news for prairie provinces, and I’m hoping British Co-

-
es and former elected councillor of the Lax Kw’alaams First Nation 
near Prince Rupert.

“For us to start working together, I think it’s important that Indig-
enous people are at the table.”

Indigenous communities are the solution to building economic ac-
tivity in their territory, said Sankey, adding that Indigenous participa-
tion in improving transportation corridors creates an alignment that 
can de-risk projects.

“I would say to our leaders, we need to start thinking globally and 
acting locally,” he said.

Canada’s challenges delivering energy to international customers 
are raising questions about its ability to supply other commodities, 
said Dade.

Canada has yet to deliver a single LNG export shipment while the 
global LNG sector thrives. The U.S. has become one of the world’s 
largest LNG exporters. In 2022, Germany signed a 15-year LNG sup-
ply deal with Qatar after German Chancellor Olaf Scholz ended a visit 
to Canada without a commitment to supply LNG.

“We currently cannot have rational conversations about moving en-
ergy in this country, partially because we have those conversations in 
isolation,” said Dade. “Each transport project, each sector, each bottle-
neck gets its own conversation. In a country with integrated supply 
and production chains, everything impacts everything else.”

According to the latest industry outlook, global LNG demand is ex-

million tonnes. The growth is driven by emerging Asian economies 

Canadian LNG is expected to have among the world’s lowest emis-
sions per tonne due to a colder climate, lower methane emissions from 
natural gas production, and the use of hydroelectricity to power op-
erations.

In February, representatives from Japan and South Korea stressed 
that Canada should accelerate LNG development, saying, “the world 
is waiting.”

“Canada can and should play a very important role to support the 
energy situation not only in Japan and South Korea, but the world,” 
said Yamanouchi Kanji, Japan’s ambassador to Canada.

This editorial was written by James Snell, a multimedia journalist, and 
Deborah Jaremko is director of content for the Canadian Energy Centre.

Improved
transportation 

corridors could help 
boost energy exports



People bring issues and problems to us every 
day, and it’s wonderful to see when things go 
smoothly from problem to solution. Here’s a 
quick timeline of an issue that was raised with 
us, that was addressed by the provincial gov-
ernment and now is being used as an example 
to be proud of.

Sunday, April 23 Wawota Mayor Kevin 
Kay had invited us to an event to mark one year 

that community. At the event Viktoriia Knyh-
nytska and a friend, also named Viktoriia, men-

Emergency Travel had to pay international stu-
dent fees, not the more affordable tuition that 

pays. 
In Viktoriia’s case, she was graduating from 

Wawota School this June and wanted to go to 

dentist like her parents, but couldn’t afford the 
international student fees, multiple times high-
er than any of her fellow Wawota graduates 
would pay. We promised to do what we could 
to understand why that was and how it could 

-
nington MLA Daryl Harrison, who was there 
at the same event. He promised to talk to the 
minister at the start of the week.

Tuesday, April 25 -

with Moosomin MLA Steven Bonk, and he 
promised to raise it with Minister of Advanced 
Education Gord Wyant as soon as possible.

Thursday, April 27 I interviewed Minister 
of Advanced Education Gord Wyant about the 
issue. By the time I talked to him Thursday the 
two local MLAs had spoken to him. He said he 
was not aware of the issue until that week, but 

the issue.

Thursday, May 11 Kevin Kay, Viktoriia 
and myself all travelled to Regina for the an-
nouncement. We were there in the Saskatch-
ewan Gallery as Minister Wyant made the an-
nouncement of the program, and were there in 
the Legislative Assembly as Moosomin MLA 
Steven Bonk addressed the issue. It was an-
nounced that the province would provide the 

-
al tuition fees to universities and colleges for 

Saturday, June 10 Prime Minister Justin 

-
ans feel welcome, and both Saskatchewan’s ini-
tiative and Viktoriia’s name came up. 

“In Saskatchewan, people who came through 
-

gency Travel will pay the same university tu-
ition as the local kids. This means that students 
like Viktoriia, whose parents are dentists, will 
be able to follow her dream and afford to study 

the PM said. “We’re building your future even 

They built churches distinguished by their 

Prairies are very similar to the landscape of 

So how did this issue get solved so decisive-
ly and so quickly? Because a few people did 
things exactly right.

Viktoriia Knyhnytska brought the issue 
forward, so she deserves the most credit for 
it being solved, and she and Kevin Kay ex-
plained the problem clearly and concisely. 

Daryl Harrison and Steven Bonk took 
the issue to the minister quickly so it could be 
addressed.

And Advanced Education Minister Gord 
Wyant took the issue seriously and came up 
with a solution. None of what anyone did 
would have meant anything if Minister Wyant 
and the provincial government weren’t willing 
to take an honest look at the problem, look at 
the options with an open mind, and come up 
with the best solution.

It’s great to see when a solution is found for 
an issue like this. 

Viktoriia has learned how problems get 
-

ness to speak up and point out the problem has 
led to a solution that will help many students 
like her.
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In our opinion:

From problem to solution:
Tracking an issue 

from a conversation at the Wawota Village Inn in April
to a solution announced at the Saskatchewan Legislature in May

paying higher taxes.
That’s because the government of Saskatchewan is hiking the small 

The government will argue that this tax cut was always supposed 
to be temporary. 

But it’s not everyday that a politician stumbles into a good idea and 
cutting taxes for small businesses is a great idea. 

permanently end the small business tax.
Raising the tax now is the wrong move because small businesses are 

still struggling, the government doesn’t need anymore tax dollars and 
lower taxes help grow the economy.

the average small business in the province is paying even more to 
operate their business. 

Many businesses already operate on thin margins and adding more 
-

ach after being kicked in the head.

businesses.
“Lowering taxes for every small business in our province over the 

next three years will help them to recover from the pandemic and 

Donna Harpauer after reducing the tax in 2020.
That logic hasn’t changed. Low taxes still help businesses deal with 

economic troubles, and, despite moving on from the pandemic, ex-
perts predict a downturn in the near future. 

With so much uncertainty, it’s foolish for the government to impose 
even more costs on small businesses.

A couple of extra dollars in a business owners pocket every month 
could make or break their small business, but it’s barely a drop in the 
bucket for the provincial government.

The Saskatchewan government collected a record amount of taxes 
last year, without taxing small businesses. 

it originally projected. 
Taxing small businesses again would only increase that windfall by 

a mere eight per cent.
The government doesn’t need any more tax dollars.
Not charging the tax over the last three years saved small business-

billion-dollar surplus projected for 2023, the government can afford to 
let small business owners save a little money.

-
ewan is more competitive with its neighbours. 

the NDP is pushing for an elimination of the small business tax. 
If that happens, there will be provinces on either side of Saskatch-

ewan where it will be cheaper to operate a business. 
That makes it harder for Saskatchewan to attract new job creators.
Small businesses make up the backbone of the Saskatchewan econ-

omy. 

July due to this tax hike. 

Giving small businesses a hand is something that helps people in 
every single community in the province.

And if all that doesn’t convince the government to end the small 
business tax, maybe its own budget will. 

A low small business tax rate will “provide tax relief to key sectors 
of the provincial economy and help ensure tax competitiveness with 

-
ments.

tax relief this year. 
Making the small business tax cut permanent would be a small, but 

much needed, helping hand for Saskatchewan taxpayers.
Small business owners create jobs and help grow the economy. 
The government needs to get rid of the small business tax for good.

This editorial was written by Gage Haubrich, the Prairie Director for the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation.

Saskatchewan 
needs to end small 

business tax Viktoriia Knyhnytska on the steps of the legislature, and being mentioned by the PM
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