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RON CLARK MOTORS
425 Broadway St, Wyoming

519-845-3352 ronclarkmotors.com

Only Locally Owned and Operated Ford Dealership
Stock # 16641

2024 F150 4X4
Super Crew 

STX Package With... 
- Trailer brake controller 

- 20” Wheels 
- Larger 12” screen

- SYNC 4 ** Financing @ 1.99% over 84 Months - With $0 Down**     

$50,995 CASH PRICE
+ Tax & Licensing OR $399 BI-WEEKLY,

Tax & Licensing Incl. 

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO

Fire moved quickly through a 100 year-old barn in Marthaville Friday and spread to a nearby garage as high winds whipped up the 
flames. Here Petrolia/North Enniskillen firefighters lay down more hose to fight the flames. SEE MORE ON PAGE 12.

TWO BUILDINGS DESTROYED IN MARTHAVILLELambton to 
build daycare 
in Petrolia

Heather Wright
The Independent

There will be a new child care centre in 
the Petrolia by 2026, but child care advocate 
worry if the county will be able to find 
enough staff to run it.

Lambton County councillors have given 
the green light to design a $5.9 million, 
5,385 square foot building to house a 
49-space child care centre on the grounds 
of Lambton Meadowview Villa. The 
county would look for a non-profit child 
care operator to provide the service at the 
building.

In a report to council, Kim Godlin, 
manager of childrens’ services says 
the Petrolia area has been “historically 
underserved and serves as a hub for many 
small rural communities within Lambton 
County.”

Godlin says Petrolia’s population is 
projected to increase 20 per cent in the next 
ten years, with the number of children to 
age four higher than the rest of the county 
“pointing to the fact that many young 
families are choosing to live there.”

Godlin says there are 300 children waiting 
for a child care spot in Petrolia and to met 
provincial targets for child care access, the 
town would need an additional 120 spaces. 

The Canada Wide Early Learning and 
Child Care program would provide about 
$2.3 million for the construction of the 
building, Godlin says, with the county using 
$1.6 million from reserves and taking a loan 
for the remaining $1.9 million.

Petrolia Mayor Brad Loosley is pleased 
the county is moving ahead calling it “a “it’s 
“a step in the right direction…We need it, 
and I’m really pleased at the location.”

Petrolia faced pressure from the Petrolia 
Child Care Advocacy Group last year. The 
coalition of parents pressed both the town 
and the county to provide more child care 
spaces.

SEE CHILD CARE PG 5

Advocates worry who 
will staff the $5.9M 
building when its ready

Claims of bigotry after $32K Hawaii ed conference sparks probe
Heather Wright & Tara Jeffrey
The Independent

A trustee of the Lambton-Kent District 
School Board says she sees “nothing 
wrong” with a $32,000 conference for three 
Indigenous educators in Hawaii.

Documents obtained under the Freedom 
of Information Act show three educators 

travelled to Hawaii in January for the @2nd 
Annual Hawaii International Conference 
on Education. The documents show the 
Lambton-Kent District School Board paid 
out $5,296.11 in airfare for the educators, 
$19,567.04 on rooms for six adults. 

The board also payed out $1,172.75 for 
meals. It’s the Lambton-Kent District 
School Board’s policy to pay a per-day meal 

expense to conferences where food is not 
included.  

The bill also included $1,492.17 in 
mileage to and from the various airports and 
parking both at the airports and in Hawaii.

Expense claims were also paid for two 
separate rental vehicles and gas while in 
Hawaii to the tune of $2,464.40.

SEE HAWAII TRIP PG 2


