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BACK TO THE WILD: Founder and operations manager of the North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre, Robin Campbell, left, Peter Karsten, and NIWRC animal care supervisor 
Derek Downes watch a rehabilitated one-year-old eagle spread its wings as it is released back into the wild. See more photos on Page A5. (Michael Briones photo)
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Peter Karsten couldn’t help being emotional 
when he cradled a rehabilitated eagle in his 
arms before releasing it back to the wild.

The former Calgary zookeeper was given the 
honour of freeing a one-year-old bald eagle 
that was rescued from Nanoose Bay near a 
nest by Derek Downes, animal care supervisor 
at the North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre 
(NIWRC), and nursed back to health.

The release celebration was held on Saturday 
afternoon at the NIWRC in front of a huge 
crowd, with some capturing the joyful moment 
with long-lens cameras while others videoing 
the release using their cellphones.

Karsten, who is from Denman Island and 
worked at the Calgary Zoo for more than 30 
years, was tearful when he tried to calm down 
the eagle in his arms while walking around to 
show off the healed bird of prey, who suffered 
from injured radius and ulna. Following that, 
he let go of the eagle, which spread its wings 
and soared above the crowd, who were awed 
and excited to see the bird fly off  to the skies.

“It was a very emotional experience,” said 
Karsten. 
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