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Laurie Harley named 2023 Citizen of the Year

Staff
The Lake Report

Laurie Harley, one of
the founders and leaders
of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
innovative Ambassadors
program, is the town’s Citi-
zen of the Year.

Harley was among
several residents honoured
Tuesday night at a gala
dinner as the Chamber of
Commerce’s NOTL Spirit
Awards were handed out at
Ravine Winery.

The Ambassadors pro-
gram grew out of the CO-

VID pandemic and for the
past few summers, clad in
blue vests adorned with big
“Ask Me” buttons, its vol-
unteers have roamed Queen
Street in Old Town offering
advice and answering ques-
tions from the thousands

of tourists who visit NOTL

every week.

In prepared remarks, Lord
Mayor Gary Zalepa said
Harley also “has devoted
countless hours” to volun-
teering at the Shaw Festival
and NOTL Museum.

Zalepa could not attend
due to a council meeting,

but he noted the Ambas-
sadors “take immense pride
in contributing their time to
promote tourism in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.”

For photos and details
about the other winners
from the Spirit Awards

gala, see Page 6 and 8. Laurie Harley.
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Time for
national
VOA
standard:
Ziraldo
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Two members involved
in Niagara’s wine industry
feel that creating a national
standard will help promote
Canadian vintages interna-
tionally and help winemak-
ers and grape growers deal
with crop failures — such
as one vintners are experi-
encing right now in British
Columbia.

Both Donald Ziraldo, who
helped create what became
the Vintners Quality Alli-

Continued on Page 4

Preds ousted in first round of playofis

It was an emotional end to the season as the Niagara Predators were eliminated from the Greater Metro Hockey League playoffs Friday. Tyler
Gearing consoled all-star goalie Zane Clausen after their shootout loss. Full story, Page 16. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Legion bringing home flag that flew at Normandy’s Juno Beach Centre

Richard Hutton
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The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Legion will be flying a flag
with a special origin to hon-
our veterans past and present.

The Royal Canadian
Legion branch 124 has
purchased a Canadian flag
that flew over the Juno

Beach Centre in Normandy,

France.
The centre is a museum
that opened in 2003, an

effort by volunteers and vet-

erans to create a permanent

memorial to Canadians who

served in the Second World
War and preserve this
legacy for future genera-

tions through education and

remembrance.

As a fundraiser to con-
tinue its work, the centre is
offering Canadian flags that
have flown over the centre
for $500.

Each flag will come with
a certificate of authentic-
ity indicating the flag was

flown at Juno Beach.

“The goal is to have a tan-
gible item that we can refer
to when talking about (the
Second World War) and as a
displayed item,” said branch
president Al Howse. “It can
draw attention to veterans.”

By purchasing the flag,
the Legion will be helping
the centre with financial
support and its continuing
mission to highlight through
online history lessons and

Continued on Page 5
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Predators make early play()ff exit with shootout loss

Kevan Dowd
The Lake Report

In the end the difference
was just one shot in a shoot-
out thriller that could have
gone either way.

The Jr. A Niagara Preda-
tors gave everything they
had, but without securing
a clutch win, their season

came to an end Friday night.

A 1-1 tie after 60 min-
utes led to overtime and a
lengthy shootout to settle
things in favour of the Dur-
ham Roadrunners.

That gave Durham the
best-of-three first-round
series win.

Struggling for words after
the game, Predators head
coach Kevin Taylor praised
his players for their effort.

“What I said to them after
the game is, no matter how
this year ends, unless you
win the championship, it
doesn’t end the way you
wanted it to and to lose in
this fashion is tough,” he
said.

“Everything we’ve asked

p77s

c”

| 9l\

L4 F
ﬂf‘$}§ ”F

“’AM oy, 4|
A

The Jr. A Predators leave the ice after losing their first-round playoff series. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

them to do all year they
did tonight — you can’t
fault them. There were no
mistakes tonight.”

Taylor is not far off the
mark in his assessment,
supported by few penalty
minutes throughout the
game and a relatively even
number of shots-on-goal for
both teams.

After 20 goalless minutes,

Durham scored 58 seconds
into the second period,
with Niagara sniper Luca
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Fernandez answering back
three and a half minutes
later.

With neither team able to
find the net in regulation,
the game entered extra min-

utes, followed by a shootout.

It took nine shooters from
each team to determine
a winner, with Predators’
veteran Reese Bisci netting
Niagara’s lone shootout
goal — but it would not be
enough.

“We did everything we
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could possibly do — we
really did. There was a lot
of pride there and it was
entertaining,” Taylor said.

“There were two posts,
two posts in a shootout! It
was a great game and if we
have to end the year, this
is a great way to end it,” he
added.

“We played well and it
was just unfortunate we
didn’t put the puck in the
net as much as we should
have.”

The Predators finish the
season in sixth place of
eight in the Greater Metro
Hockey League’s south divi-
sion. Although a lower fin-
ish than in previous seasons
for the team, Taylor said he
was not disappointed.

“My expectations were a
lot higher than what we fin-
ished and the record wasn’t
the best,” he said, noting the
team fought through injuries
and a short bench for parts
of the year.

“There’s been a lot of
adversity all year, I think
maybe two times we might
have had a full lineup.
Missing guys, not having
(ace goalie Zane Clausen)
for probably two months
and we went through some
stretches where we lost
some games and it was
tough because if we had a
goaltender in net like Zane,
the confidence might have
been there.”

Looking toward next
season, Taylor expects
some significant changes, in
particular with the line-up

as seven 21-year-old players
will be too old and unable
to return.

“There are a couple guys
who’ve been here for a
while with us and now it’s
time for the new blood to
come in,” he said.

“There are changes that
are going to be in the works
and different things are
going to be happening, but
we’re looking forward to a
new start,” he said.

Crowds are usually small
and he hopes for more
fan support “because it’s
exciting hockey, it’s good
hockey.”

The league is also an op-
portunity for some players
to continue their careers.

As for his current roster,
Taylor wished them the
well.

“I hope the best for ev-
eryone. I hope everyone ap-
preciates what the organiza-
tion did for the players and
I hope that when they look
back, they have a positive
outlook on how the season

Ceilidh noun (pronounced KAY-lee)

Originally the word Ceilidh descended from the Gaelic word for

‘gathering’ or ‘party’, However, these days when people think of a

Ceilidh, they think of a social event -

good music and great company.

)—Q%y—(

a fun filled night of dancing,

Learn How To Ceilidh Dance Before St. Patrick’s Day

Monday, March 11 @ 8:00 pm

$15 Ticket: I-Hour Lesson, Open Food & Drink Menu
$40 Ticket: I-Hour Lesson, Any Entrée, and Select Drink of Choice

Reservations Required * Limited Space Available « Restrictions May Apply

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

THEIRISHHARPPUB.COM

(905) 468-4443 - TAXES & GRATUITIES EXTRA

Credit Card Required To Reserve Your Spot -

72 Hour Cancellation Policy In Effect + 19+ Event




